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Should We Deal Death? 


I read the brief article “The Death Pen- 
alty: Rage or Reason” (May 5 issue), 
about the validity of arguments against 
the death penalty. I felt compelled to re- 
spond as a member on death row. 

My name is Shawna Forde; in 2009, 
I was actively working border issues as 
a leader of Minutemen American De- 
fense (M.A.D.) when some members of 
my group allegedly murdered a drug and 
human trafficker, as well as his nine-year- 
old daughter. 

I am the fourth person in America to be 
put on death row as an accomplice who 
had no role in the deaths — guilty by as- 
sociation. 

In “Rage or Reason,” there were some 
serious misconceptions of death row. 

¢ Since only five percent of murderers 
are put on death row and prisons are full of 
hardcore offenders in the General Popula- 
tion, to insinuate that guards are more at 
risk if there were no more death penalty is 
ridiculous. Ninety percent of death row in- 
mates are model prisoners when compared 
to the General Population. 

¢ If the death penalty is to be a deter- 
rent, then 100 percent of people convict- 
ed of murder should be on death row. 

* Many people are let off death row for 
wrongful conviction. 

¢ All direct appeals for death row in- 
mates take place automatically, whether 
the inmates want them or not. To stop the 
appeals, death row inmates have to battle 
the court system to prove their compe- 
tency. That takes seven to eight years. It’s 
funny that inmates are considered compe- 
tent enough to be sent to death row, but 
if they want to stop the appeals, it can 
be considered assisted suicide. Isn’t the 
death penalty more about money and 
those who profit off each case? 

¢ Death row inmates are in solitary 
confinement for up to 25 years. 

I believe America needs to have a se- 
rious discussion on this topic. The cost 
of killing a death row inmate is astro- 
nomical when considering the reality that 
close to 60 percent of death row inmates 
are converted or released — after which 
they can sue for wrongful imprisonment, 
conviction, or treatment. 

Also, prosecutors are not saving the 
death penalty for the “worst of the worst.” 
For myself, there is zero evidence to place 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 


me at or involve me in the murders, but in 
a pro-illegal alien county — Pima — and 
being a political target of the Left, here I 
sit. It’s funny: Jared Loughner shoots 20 
people on Saturday, and I go to trial on 
Monday, despite all the tension. He gets 
“life”; I get death. 

Too, prosecutors are often criminal 
themselves in the ways that they go about 
getting convictions. And prosecutors get 
a “bonus” for convictions, which is rack- 
eteering at its finest. 

SHAWNA FORDE 
Arizona death row 


I read in “The Death Penalty: Rage or 
Reason” that many justices ruling on 
the efficacy of the death penalty cite the 
lengthy appeal process. While that may 
be true, what is the cause for lengthy ap- 
peals: lawyers writing laws, lawyers in- 
terpreting laws, and lawyers arguing laws 
from both sides? It is the lawyers who are 
allowing lengthy appeals and making re- 
ally big bucks doing so. 

I believe in penalizing heinous crimes 
with the death penalty. 

What if we — society — execute even 
one innocent? Consider this: Innocents 
die every day in hospitals from negli- 
gence, on the highway from negligence, 
and in bathtubs from negligence. One 
mistake in executing the death penalty is 
not a huge mistake in societal terms. Not 
only that, unless one is outstanding and 
has a large number of loving descendants, 
one is forgotten within a generation. 

RICK WENDLING 
Sent via online 


CORRECTIONS: In “Working Together 
to Rewrite the Constitution” (June 9 
issue), a photo caption mistakenly 
stated that Vermont became the first 
state to approve a Wolf-PAC resolu- 
tion in March. State approval occurred 
in May — House passage occurred in 
March. Also, in “Common Core Is Rot- 
ten to the Core” (June 23 issue), there 
was a formatting mistake. A paragraph 
written by the author (beginning with 
“Commenting on Common Core stan- 
dards ...”) was inadvertently attached 
to a quote by Heartland Institute edu- 
cation policy analyst Joy Pullman. We 
regret the errors. 
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Compliments of the Harding family 


Homeschool Family Sends Seven Kids to College — All by Age 12! 


A family from Alabama is inspiring the nation with its amazing 
homeschool success story. In fact, Kip and Mona Lisa Harding, 
from Montgomery, have been so successful in educating their 10 
children at home that seven have gone on to college — by the 
age of 12! 

It all began when the Hardings’ oldest child, Hannah, was in 
third grade, enrolled in public school. A friend suggested that the 
couple try homeschooling their daughter, something they con- 
ceded wasn’t even on their radar. But they ended up giving it a try 
and soon decided that they could do a better job educating their 
children than the local school district could. 

By the time Hannah was 12 years old, the Hardings were search- 


ing for more challenging options for her education, and ended up 
enrolling her in a local junior college. At 26, Hannah is now an en- 
gineer with a master’s degree, and is working toward her doctorate. 

The other Harding children have had similar success. Twenty- 
four-year-old Rosannah earned a bachelor’s degree in architec- 
ture before she turned 18, and has helped to put her husband 
through college. Twenty-three-year-old Serennah graduated from 
the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine in Georgia and 
is now a U.S. Navy physician completing her residency at Mary- 
land’s Walter Reed Hospital Army Medical Center. Eighteen- 
year-old Heath earned a bachelor’s degree in English at age 15 
and a master’s in computer science at 17. 

Keith Harding, 15, recently graduated from Alabama’s 
Faulkner University with a degree in music, and is planning to 
become a composer. Seth Harding, 13, is now a sophomore at 
Alabama’s Huntingdon College studying history. He would like 
to become an archaeologist. Eleven-year-old Katrinnah is a fresh- 
man at Faulkner University, majoring in legal studies and minor- 
ing in theater. She wants to be an attorney. 

Encouraging parents who are considering educating their 
children at home, Kip emphasizes that successful homeschool- 
ing goes beyond merely creating a positive learning atmosphere. 
“Love those kids,” he encouraged parents. “Be around them as 
much as you can. Be that influence for your kids.... People just 
really need to take charge of their kids and love them to death.” 


Former Border Patrol Agents: Illegal Immigration Crisis Contrived 


Thousands of illegal immigrants are flooding across the border 
into Texas and other border states every day, many of whom are 
children coming from Central America. On June 11, the National 
Association of Former Border Patrol Officers (NAFBPO) re- 
leased a statement regarding the recent wave of Central American 
illegal immigrant children: 


This is not a humanitarian crisis. It is a predictable, orches- 
trated and contrived assault on the compassionate side of 
Americans by her political leaders that knowingly puts 
minor Illegal Alien children at risk for purely political pur- 
poses. Certainly, we are not gullible enough to believe that 
thousands of unaccompanied minor Central American chil- 
dren came to America without the encouragement, aid and 
assistance of the United States Government. Anyone that 
has taken two six to seven year old children to an amuse- 
ment park can only imagine the problems associated with 
bringing thousands of unaccompanied children that age up 
through Mexico and into the United States. I doubt even the 
Cartels would undertake that chore at any price. No, it has 
to be heartless corrupt politicians and their minions lusting 
for more money and power. 


TNA spoke with Andy Ramirez, a recognized national expert on 


border security who has testified before Congress, the Califor- 
nia state legislature, the DHS, and the DOJ. When asked about 
the large numbers of unaccompanied children coming across our 
southern border, Ramirez stated bluntly: 


In speaking with my Border Patrol sources and given my own 
expertise, there is no way this flood of illegal aliens could’ve 
been accomplished by mere “children,” let alone small alien 
smuggling organizations. This is a major operation that re- 
quires logistical support, and that is well beyond snakehead 
capabilities. Therefore, it has to be well organized, like a mili- 
tary type operation, and only a government can accomplish 
such a thing. Given Mexico’s policies when it comes to illegal 
immigration entry into their country, and while knowing that 
setting up a North American Union has never included any 
Central or South American nations, it would require collusion 
between [the U.S. and Mexican] governments. 
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Setting Negative Interest Rates, European Central Bank Plots Heist 


Under the guise of seeking higher inflation to “stimulate” the 
economy (and erode the value of people’s savings even more 
quickly), the European Central Bank (ECB) on June 5 announced 
negative interest rates on deposits held at the bank — the first 
time a major monetary authority has ever set the rate below zero. 

At a press conference announcing what many analysts said 
was the “historic” development, ECB boss Mario Draghi noted 
“the rates we’ve changed are for the banks, not for the people.” 
In other words, everyday Europeans will not be charged interest 
merely to deposit funds at the bank — at least not yet. 


What the negative deposit rates mean, essentially, is that com- 
mercial banks will be penalized for accumulating reserves rather 
than loaning out all of those fresh euros into the supposed “real” 
economy. The idea, at least according to the central planners at 
the ECB, is to force banks to loan out more of the funds to busi- 
nesses and consumers. That is somehow supposed to translate 
into more “economic recovery.” Apparently creating vast new 
quantities of currency out of thin air and using those euros to 
gobble up government bonds was not enough. 

Of course, in a free economy, interest rates would be set in the 
market, based largely on the demand for, and supply of, loanable 
funds. In today’s world, those crucial rates are set by central- 
planning committees and unelected commissars at the central 
banks. Money in a free economy, meanwhile, would not consist 
of pieces of paper and computer digits issued with impossible-to- 
pay interest attached and imposed by the coercive power of gov- 
ernment. Instead, market participants acting voluntarily would 
decide what money is. 

To restore prosperity and liberty and to stop the wild schemes 
and wholesale looting of the middle class by central bankers and 
governments, humanity must restore honest money. That means, 
for starters, abolishing central banks such as the ECB, the Federal 
Reserve, the Bank of England, and others around the globe. End- 
ing the central planning of interest rates is also crucial. Without 
action, the worst is certainly yet to come. 


Bergdahl’s Captors Armed and Funded by U.S. Taxpayers 


While many questions remain unanswered surrounding the re- 
ported kidnapping and release of U.S. Army Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, 
one crucial fact overlooked by the establishment media is not 
debatable: The Taliban-aligned Haqqani network that held him 
is closely linked with the Pakistani government’s intelligence 
agency, which in turn has been a close ally of the U.S. Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency. Indeed, the Islamist terror group has at 
various points been openly supported by the CIA and Pakistan’s 
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) since it was founded with U.S. 
government backing in the mid-1970s — and top American of- 
ficials know it. 

The Islamist outfit was founded by the Haqqani family in the 
mid-1970s in Afghanistan. Under the guise of countering the 
Soviet occupation of that nation, the Haqqani network received 
strong support from the CIA via Pakistan’s ISI. Among other as- 
sistance, the U.S. government delivered funding, weapons, and 
training to the Islamists — supposedly to help them defeat the So- 
viet Union’s invasion and attempted enslavement of Afghanistan. 

Of course, Haqqani was not the only group of radical Islamists 
in the region developed in conjunction with the CIA and the Paki- 
stani government at the expense of other, more reasonable anti- 
communist forces. Other beneficiaries of U.S. largess included 
the Taliban and al-Qaeda, both allied with the Haqqani network. 
It is now common knowledge — admitted openly even by estab- 


lishment figures such as former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
— that the U.S. government and its allies largely built the Mu- 
jahedeen in the region. From providing advanced military train- 
ing and radical Islamic “education” to stinger missiles and heavy 
weaponry, the globalist establishment in Washington, D.C., with 
help from Islamabad, is literally responsible for creating the al- 
leged Islamist threat facing the world today. 

Ifall of that sounds insane and even criminal, it should. The so- 
lution is for Congress to cut off all foreign aid, restrain the Obama 
administration, obey the Constitution, and pursue a foreign policy 
of non-intervention as recommended by the Founding Fathers. Hl 
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Kentucky Senator Suggests a Better Swap 

“Why don’t we set up a trade? But this time, instead of five Taliban, how 
about five Democrats? I’m thinking John Kerry, Hillary Clinton, Nancy 
Pelosi.... Couldn’t we send them to Mexico?” 

Senator Rand Paul won a huge round of applause for his suggestion that 
top Democrats get traded for a single American, Andrew Tahmooressi, 
jailed in Mexico for accidently wandering across the border with guns in 
his automobile. 


France’s Marine Le Pen Declares War on TTIP 

“Le Pen’s goal in the European Parliament is to dismantle the entire sys- 
tem from the inside. She tells Time she intends first to derail the free trade 
agreement Europe is currently negotiating with the U.S.” 

Reporting from Paris, Time magazine’s Vivienne Walt analyzed the political plans of National Front 
leader Marine Le Pen. 


Goats a No-no to Take Care of Grass in Detroit 

“On Monday, if they are still there at noon, we will seize and ticket the goats ($500 for each).” 
Farmer Mark Spitznagel brought his goats to graze in Detroit after reading that the unattended tall 
grass surrounding abandoned homes had become an eyesore. But Harry Ward, Detroit’s animal con- 
trol officer, didn’t care for the idea, and Spitznagel had to bring his goats 
back to his farm. 


“Naturally, the Obama administration is planning to rub salt on the 
"4 wounds of the American economy by implementing Cap and Trade 
Vm y regulations that will shutter American manufacturing. The EPA has 


g eR | Will the Costly Cap-and-trade Scheme Be Obama’s Next Outrage? 


released a 645-page plan forcing all power plants to reduce ‘green 
house emissions’ by 30 percent below 2005 levels by 2030. Much like 
Obama’s administrative Dream Act, this devastating version of Cap and 
Trade never passed Congress.” 

Daniel Political commentator Daniel Horowitz rightly fears that “cap and 
HOLS trade” will remarkably slow the U.S. economic engine. 


AP Images 


Analyst Estimates the Huge Cost of Caring for Afghan and Iraq Casualties 

“Long-term costs for VA medical and disability benefits stemming from the two wars [Iraq and Afghani- 
stan] have a present value of $700-$900 billion. The midpoint is more than $300,000 per soldier who 
served, and the figures could push higher.” 

Writing in Barron’s, Jack Hough cited the work of Harvard professor Linda Bilmes, a specialist in the 
cost of caring for veterans. 


Famed Baseball Figure Never Called What He Did “Work” 

“T never worked a day in my life.” 

He started his 60-plus years in professional baseball right after high school in 1949. Don Zimmer 
spent the rest of his life as a player, coach, and manager with a variety of teams. He even got married 
at second base in 1951 to his high-school sweetheart. Many who love baseball will miss him. 


The Sound Course for America in the Latest Iraq Crisis 
“The U.S. is faced with two equally stupid choices: either pour in re- 
sources to prop up an Iraqi government that is a close ally with Iran, or 
throw our support in with Al Qaeda in Iraq (as we have done in Syria). 
I say we must follow a third choice: ally with the American people and 
spend not one more dollar or one more life attempting to re-make the 
Middle East. Haven’t we already done enough damage?” 
Former Congressman Ron Paul continues to speak out via his Ron Paul 
Institute. @ 

— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANUS 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 
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Good-news answer to ObamaCare: The Surgery Center of Oklahoma is proving that free 
enterprise is the way to boost quality while dramatically cutting medical costs. 
THE NEW AMERICAN @ JULY 7, 2014 


by William F. Jasper 


G ‘| called local surgeons and fa- 


cilities to ask for hernia surgery 

costs, and never received a firm 
price, or complete information about 
what was actually done,” said Bob Sin- 
gleton of Dallas, Texas. “The verbal esti- 
mates (they wouldn’t put them in writing) 
were in the $5k to $8k range, and that was 
after their ‘discount’ for cash payment, 
which was 5 percent.” 

Then he checked out the Surgery Cen- 
ter of Oklahoma in Oklahoma City and 
was pleasantly surprised. The Surgery 
Center of Oklahoma (SCO) website “gave 
a fixed price of $3,190 for my surgery,” 
Singleton recounts. “I called and received 
all the information I needed. I was able 
to check the credentials of the surgeon, 
which were good, and arrange the surgery 
to happen in less than 2 weeks.” Single- 
ton continues: 


I drove down on Sunday afternoon, 
met with the surgeon on Monday 
morning, had the surgery just after 
noon, and spent the night in a nice 
hotel near the surgery center in the 
medical district. I returned to Dallas 
on Tuesday morning. With travel, 
hotel, and meals included, it was still 
much less than the lowest estimates I 
could get in Dallas. 

The Surgery Center was polite, ef- 
ficient, and gave me top-notch care 
and follow-up. I was better informed 
and treated in a better facility than 
any other outpatient facility ’ve used 
in the Dallas area. 


Jennifer Carlsen of Peculiar, Missouri, de- 
scribed her experience with the Surgery 
Center of Oklahoma as “exceptional.” 
“Nothing was compromised on service, 
facilities, or doctors,” she enthused. 
“Worth our 5 hour drive! Our reason for 
surgery was a plate & screws removed 
from collarbone.” 

Loren Wissmann of Milford, Nebras- 
ka, is similarly effusive in praise of the 
SCO. “I would highly recommend the 
Oklahoma Surgery Center,” said Wiss- 
mann. “Two years ago I had a double 
hernia surgery done. It was very friendly 
and professional service at a fraction of 
the cost of a normal hospital experience. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


My surgery was an in/out 
same day surgery and they 
followed up on me to make 
sure I was doing okay.” 

Scott Greer of Highland 
Village, Texas, is another 
SCO patient who happily 
endorses the Oklahoma City 
facility for the tremendous 
cost savings, as well as the 
superlative service. The cost 
differential between SCO 
and the alternative was “huge,” he says: 
At SCO, “$3,200 for the surgeon, anesthe- 
siologist, and the facility. Previous surgery 
center — over $12,000 for the surgeon, 
anesthesiologist, and the facility. And that 
was the Blue Cross negotiated rates.” 

All of the above-cited testimonials are 
found on the website of Samaritan Minis- 
tries, a Christian healthcare alternative to 
insurance that now boasts a membership 
of more than 35,000 member households. 
Like the tens of millions of American 
families and millions of other business- 
es, charities, and institutions, Samaritan 
Ministries, based in Peoria, Illinois, is 
scrambling to find quality healthcare at 
affordable prices for its members. And, 


Surgery Center of Oklahoma 


Healthcare should not be 
anywhere near as expensive 
as it is, and it wouldn't be so 
expensive without all of the 
collusion that we see between 
government and corporate 
medicine. 


like many individuals, companies, and in- 
stitutions, that search is leading to the Sur- 
gery Center of Oklahoma, an innovative 
facility that has become one of the hottest 
topics in healthcare. 

Founded 17 years ago, SCO is most 
noted for its “controversial” and “revolu- 
tionary” practice of “transparent pricing,” 
which is to say that SCO provides the po- 
tential customer (whether an individual or 
an institution) with an up-front, honest, 
all-charges-included price quote for any 
given surgery, without the notoriously 
padded, hidden charges that have become 
the standard sticker-shock experience as- 
sociated with most hospital stays and out- 
patient surgeries. 


Work here? Dr. Keith Smith (left) and Dr. Mark Pascale converse outside an operating room at the 
Surgery Center of Oklahoma. Because of the work environment, people who work at SCO enjoy their 
jobs and stay there, while employees at other institutions often succumb to increasing frustration. 
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And the proof is in the pudding — for the better part 
of two decades, SCO has been successfully serving 
tens of thousands of satisfied patients for a fraction of 
the cost they would have otherwise paid. 


As the price comparisons on page 14 
illustrate, it is not unusual for SCO to 
provide the same surgery that a patient 
would get at a hospital across town (or in 
most facilities across the nation) for one- 
half, one-fourth, or even as little as one- 
tenth of the cost. And while the tremen- 
dous cost advantage is an obvious reason 
for choosing SCO for surgery needs, 
there are other benefits as well. One of 
those benefits is SCO’s outstanding re- 
cord of maintaining a zero or near-zero 
infection rate. In recent years, deadly 
hospital-acquired infections have been 
the subject of numerous headlines and 
investigations. According to the federal 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion’s Threat Report 2013, “Each year in 
the United States, at least 2 million peo- 
ple become infected with bacteria that are 
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resistant to antibiotics and at least 23,000 
people die each year as a direct result of 
these infections.... Most deaths related to 
antibiotic resistance happen in healthcare 
settings such as hospitals and nursing 
homes.” With infection rates at hospitals 
ranging from four percent to as high as 
10 percent, SCO’s virtually non-existent 
infection rate provides another striking 
incentive to choose their services. 

The Surgery Center of Oklahoma is the 
brainchild of a pair of visionary physi- 
cians, Keith Smith and Steven Lantier, 
both anesthesiologists, who are passion- 
ate about freedom and providing high- 
quality medical care. They have built 
SCO into a 32,500-square-foot, state-of- 
the-art facility with more than 50 top- 
rated surgeons performing a wide array 
of surgeries. As skyrocketing healthcare 
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Surgery Center of Oklahoma 


Price down, quality up: Post-anesthesia Care Unit nurses monitor and care for a patient 
following surgery at SCO. As with other healthcare sectors, such as LASIK and plastic surgery, 
that have escaped many government-caused expenses, SCO has improved surgery services while 


lowering costs. 
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costs have driven up insurance deduct- 
ibles and co-payments, many individuals, 
as well as companies with self-funded 
health programs, have been looking for 
alternatives. The federally mandated Af- 
fordable Care Act (ObamaCare) has ac- 
celerated and intensified the search for 
alternatives. In many cases, people find 
the out-of-pocket expense for the full cost 
of surgery at SCO is much cheaper than 
what they would pay elsewhere, after 
their insurance deductible and co-pay- 
ments are figured in. Many companies 
are finding that it makes sense to recom- 
mend SCO to their employees, and are 
even picking up the entire tab, because 
SCO saves them money. These are some 
of the reasons people are coming to Okla- 
homa City from all 50 states of the Unit- 
ed States and many foreign countries to 
avail themselves of SCO’s medical care. 


Honest, Transparent Pricing 

Recently, your correspondent journeyed to 
Oklahoma City to see the SCO firsthand 
and to interview co-founders Smith and 
Lantier. Our video interviews with Dr. 
Smith are available online.* 

“We've been open 17 years this May, 
and we’ve been quoting prices from day 
one,” Dr. Smith, the CEO and manag- 
ing partner of SCO, explained to THE 
NEw AMERICAN. “One of the reasons we 
opened our facility in the first place was, 
we wanted to be honest in our pricing and 
we knew that that was not the prevalent 
mode of operation in healthcare. From 
the very first day, we would quote prices 
if people called and asked, ‘How much 
would it cost to have my hernia fixed?’ 
I would just call the surgeon and asked 
him what he thought was fair, and we 
would quote prices over the phone, not 
knowing at the time how radical really 
that was. And it all culminated about five 
years ago in us just deciding we would 
put these prices online, knowing that in 
the healthcare industry in this country, 
the pricing and quality were not the result 
of the free market, but it was much more 


*Search for “Keith Smith videos” 


thenewamerican.com or use the URL: www. 


at www. 
thenewamerican.com/usnews/health-care/ 


item/18180-exclusive-videos-surgery-center-of- 
okla-leads-the-way-in-healthcare 
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Attractive but no frills: The Surgery Center of Oklahoma’s handsome 32,500-square-foot, state-of-the-art facility is friendly but functional. “We 
don’t waste money on gold-plated, mahogany-paneled conference rooms and other status symbols,” says Dr. Smith. 


like a cartel or a syndicate, with price 
fixing and deals that were made where 
patients wound up in doctors’ offices or 
hospitals, not necessarily because that 
was the best place for them, but it was 
the best decision for the people behind 
the curtain making the money.” 

So, when Drs. Smith and Lantier decid- 
ed to put SCO’s prices online, says Smith, 
“part of our thinking was to expose this 
scam. And as big fans of the free market, 
we want people to really know and un- 
derstand that the failure of the American 
healthcare system is no failure of the free 
market — it’s an absence of the free mar- 
ket primarily.” 

It does not take long to realize that Drs. 
Smith and Lantier are extraordinarily 
fervent advocates of freedom and deep 
thinkers who are well read in economics, 
politics, philosophy, and theology. They 
dive into discussions of medical econom- 
ics with frequent references to Friedrich 
Hayek, Ludwig von Mises, St. Thomas 
Aquinas, and Dr. Ron Paul. “I get inspired 
when I talk with them [Smith and Lanti- 
er],” an executive for a multi-billion-dollar 
corporation, who asked not to be named, 
told this reporter. “They are exciting! They 
are actually proving that there is a ratio- 
nal, affordable solution to the healthcare 
crisis. And I can’t believe how incredibly 
courageous they are, taking on the politi- 
cal, medical and insurance establishments. 
And it’s thrilling to see other physicians, 
politicians, and companies catching their 
vision. It’s so encouraging to know we can 
make good healthcare affordable.” 
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“Healthcare should not be anywhere 
near as expensive as it is,” Dr. Lantier told 
THE NEW AMERICAN, “and it wouldn’t 
be so expensive without all of the collu- 
sion that we see between government and 
corporate medicine. We prove that here 
every day, showing that it’s possible to 
drive down medical costs while raising 
performance, by getting government in- 
terference and government-enabled cartel 
medicine out of the equation.” 

“What we’re doing here should not be 
that remarkable,” Dr. Smith says. “What 
we’re doing is what every other industry in 
the United States does that operates fairly. 
We say, ‘Here’s what we do and here’s 
how much it is.’ We identify our costs, 
build in a marginal profit, and then dis- 
play those prices. That’s how every other 
industry works, and it promotes healthy 
competition and keeps quality high and 
prices low, and that’s basically how we 
operate here.” 

And the physician-owned SCO not 
only provides outstanding service at a 
fraction of the cost of the “not-for-profit” 
hospitals, and still makes a profit. 


Industry critics like to claim that the unbe- 
lievably low surgery prices at SCO are too 
good to be true and that quality must suf- 
fer as a result. “You get what you pay for,” 
they chide, suggesting that SCO’s surgical 
care is sub-par. Owing to the spectacular 
success of SCO, Drs. Smith and Lantier 
can laugh at those charges now, but these 
and other attacks hurt the struggling busi- 


ness in its early years. However, many of 
SCO’s surgeons are prominent physicians 
who also operate at area hospitals, where 
they perform the same surgeries, but at the 
inflated prices. And the proof is in the pud- 
ding — for the better part of two decades, 
SCO has been successfully serving tens of 
thousands of satisfied patients for a fraction 
of the cost they would have otherwise paid. 

Dr. Smith provides this explanation for 
the cost discrepancy: 


In a normal market economy, you 
can equate, in most instances, price 
and quality; there is a relationship 
that is linear. In healthcare, because 
the free market is largely absent, it 
is not a healthy market economy. 
So, the relationship between price 
and quality is not what you would 
think; it is actually inverse because 
what happens is, where you encoun- 
ter high prices in healthcare, you 
typically encounter the monopolis- 
tic, syndicate-sort of cartel practic- 
es that typically lead to those high 
prices. Those are situations where, 
say, one insurance carrier or one 
giant hospital has complete control 
over a region, and so they know they 
are going to get the patients’ busi- 
ness whether they are any good or 
not. So, they don’t have to pay any 
attention to quality because they’re 
assured of that business anyway. 


“My saying is that competitive individu- 
als tend to have competitive pricing,” Dr. 
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Drs. Smith and Lantier 
have good reason for 
optimism. News of their 
phenomenal results has 
been getting out, not 
only on alternative news 
websites, but also in the 
form of major network 
coverage and in major 
political and medical 
circles. 


Smith continues. “If you are a newcomer 
in the marketplace or if you are just a 
competitive individual or facility like this, 
where you want to show that you are bet- 
ter, or you are at least as good, or you’re 
the best, that competitive spirit lends it- 
self toward competitive pricing.... The 
less you pay, in all likelihood, the more 
likely you’re in a competitive environ- 
ment where various people are competing 
for the business; and that not only lowers 
prices, but it keeps quality higher.” 

How does SCO manage to keep such an 
almost unheard of low infection rate? “Part 
of the reason our infection rate is so low 
here, is I have virtually no turnover of the 


= 


Dignity and privacy: Unlike most hospital recovery rooms, where patients are double-booked 
and barely separated by a flimsy curtain, rooms at SCO feature solid walls and privacy. 


staff,” he explains. “Many of the people — 
in fact all the people that worked for me 
17 years ago — are either [still] working 
here, or they’re completely retired. So, we 
just don’t have any turnover in our staff. 
We believe in mutually beneficial arrange- 
ments, and that applies to the employment 
of our staff here, as well. So, when people 
come to work here, they don’t leave. They 
just feel like it’s the best job they’ve ever 
had. People that are working in the same 
environment every day know the routine, 
and it just lends to an extremely high-qual- 
ity experience. That is the reason, primar- 
ily, that our infection rate is so low.” 


Price comparisons showing costs of surgery at 
J Center of Oklahoma (SCO) versus the national averages. 


SCO Price 


The comparison prices are taken from the Surgery Center of Oklahoma website (http://www.surgerycenterok.com/pricing/) and www.howmuchisit.org. 


National Average 


SCO Savings 


Optimism Under ObamaCare? 
How is ObamaCare affecting SCO and 
how does Dr. Smith think the law will 
continue to impact his work? “Inadver- 
tently it’s going to wind up being a posi- 
tive thing for us,” he says. “Rather than 
tighten the grip on the healthcare system 

.. they’re very unintentionally creating a 
consumer market, which we are perfectly 
positioned for and probably years out in 
front of the curve of anybody else.” “It’s 
a disaster,” he readily acknowledges, 
“but the good news is, the central plan- 
ners never get it right, and they’re not 
going to get it right with this, either. 
They’re going to create, and are in the 
middle of creating, a consumer 
market that’s very exciting, very 
healthy, and will bring us back. 
We have the opportunity to allow 
this huge mistake to bring us to 
the right place, which is the eco- 
nomic model of medical practice 
prior to 1960, where physicians 
had to look patients in the eye 
and say, ‘I need $25 for this,’ 
or had the freedom to say, ‘I’m 
not going to charge you because 
I know this is a tough time,’ 
knowing that there were reams of 
paperwork or computer pages to 
fill out because of that short visit. 
We have an opportunity to seize 
that very affordable model, where 
insurance wasn’t even necessary 
for the most part. I’m excited; ’m 
actually very optimistic.” 

Drs. Smith and Lantier have 
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Busy bodies: Though the medical industry often 
derides free market medicine, SCO’s long-term 
success stands as a testament to its claims. 


good reason for optimism. News of their 
phenomenal results has been getting out, 
not only on alternative news websites, but 
also in the form of major network cover- 
age and in major political and medical 
circles. 

In a May 1, 2014 op-ed, Michael C. 
Carnuccio, president of the Oklahoma 
Council of Public Affairs, applauded Okla- 
homa County for making SCO’s services 
available to its employees on their health 
plan. In the first month of coverage alone, 
SCO saved the county hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars. “It’s time for the state of 
Oklahoma to reap these same benefits,” 
wrote Carnuccio. “If Oklahoma lawmak- 
ers would incentivize medical price trans- 
parency and competition within the state 
health insurance plan’s providers, it would 
generate savings at a minimum of $20 mil- 
lion per year. It’s obvious why Oklahoma 
County and many private businesses are 
making the shift.” 

Among the businesses making the shift 
is Express Employment Professionals, a 
major international staffing company head- 
quartered in Oklahoma City. Sam Fox, the 
director of compensation and benefits for 
Express, told THE NEw AMERICAN that he 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


is very excited about the move. “We’re 
being cautious about making any predic- 
tions until we ‘kick the tires’ and see how 
it runs,” Fox said. “But we think it’s going 
to be a very good thing for the company and 
our people; more efficient, less expensive, 
better service.” He has worked in the health 
benefits area for 30 years and has seen ev- 
erything. The SCO model, he says, is the 
“most positive, encouraging development” 
in the industry he has seen. 

Other physicians are embracing the 
SCO free market model too. “Dr. Robert 
Haar in Manhattan has opened up a facil- 
ity with Regency Health Care,” Dr. Smith 
notes. “Dr. Bill Grant in Monticello, Vir- 
ginia, is opening a facility. There are fa- 
cilities all over the United States that are 
opening — there is one in Galena, Kansas. 
We’re going to see a lot of this, because 
there is a large demand in a market for 
honesty. Believe it or not, that’s all this is. 
It’s just honesty in pricing, and now that, I 
think, a lot of people can wrap their mind 
around the idea that 
it’s possible, there 
is an understanding 
that there is a mar- 
ket to provide honest 
healthcare pricing 
and quality.” 

Drs. Smith and 
Lantier have been 
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spreading the word through speaking en- 
gagements, media appearances, and Dr. 
Smith’s blog (surgerycenterofoklahoma. 
tumblr.com). They intend to broaden and 
accelerate the spreading of their hope- 
ful message with their recently launched 
Free Market Medical Association 
(FMMA, marketmedicine.org), which 
they described as the “Match.com” of 
healthcare. 

Among the FMMA’s goals is to pro- 
vide assistance and support to those phy- 
sicians or facilities who lack the resourc- 
es or knowledge to implement the SCO 
business model. “This consists of ac- 
cess to out-of-the-box-thinking lawyers, 
web designers and others,” says Smith. 
“Many employers, unsure about how to 
amend their health plan language, will 
find in FMMA the ERISA [Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act] teams 
to help them create incentive plans for 
their employees to seek out the free mar- 
ket physicians and providers.” & 
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HEALTHCARE 


Corrupting Healthcare: 
Public-private Partnerships 


Federal and state governments are colluding with favored corporate interests to prevent 
the competition needed to raise the quality and lower the cost of medical care. 


Infection-free: Post-anesthesia Care Unit nurse Mike Ingram sets an intravenous drip at the 
Surgery Center of Oklahoma, which has an almost-unheard-of near-zero infection rate. 


by William F. Jasper 


ull-blown, government-run social- 
FE ized medicine may be the ultimate 

goal of the political designers of 
ObamaCare, but the road toward that ob- 
ject runs along the current path of corpo- 
rate fascism, in which the big, politically 
connected HMOs, hospitals, and insurance 
providers profit at the expense of patients, 
doctors, and taxpayers. 

Surgery Center of Oklahoma (SCO) co- 
founders Drs. G. Keith Smith and Steven 
Lantier understand this full well, and they 
are unsparing in their criticism of both 
Republican and Democrat politicians for 
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advancing this fascist-style corruption of 
healthcare. As in other sectors of the econ- 
omy, this politicized medicine often runs 
under the more attractive-sounding label 
of “public-private partnerships” (PPPs), in 
which those lobbies providing the biggest 
political contributions (bribes, essentially) 
get to call the shots and write the legisla- 
tion, giving themselves unfair advantage 
and eliminating the competition. Both 
state and federal governments have gotten 
in on this scam. 

“There is no question that the vast ma- 
jority of blood is on the hands of the feder- 
al government, to the extent that they have 
tinkered with this system for the benefit of 


their crony pals,” Dr. Smith told THE NEw 
AMERICAN. “The state governments have 
gotten in on the action, as well, by enact- 
ing, for instance, Certificate of Need laws. 
So, let’s say you want to open a surgery 
center that would emulate the Surgery 
Center of Oklahoma, and you live in the 
state of Georgia. Well, then you run into 
this commission, these guys who are hos- 
pital administrators, who don’t want you 
to compete with them.” 

Dr. Smith continues: 


They don’t want you to open, and 
they get to decide whether you get to 
open. Well, there is no mystery about 
why that Certificate of Need process 
exists. There is also no mystery about 
how it came about. So, any attempt 
by the government — at any level, 
state or federal — to thwart the com- 
ing into the market of upstarts, of new 
players, that is completely designed 
— regardless of what is said — that 
is completely designed to hamper 
competition and keep the competi- 
tion at bay, so that the current, really 
unsustainable mess continues. But 
the Certificate of Need laws stick out 
as the most obvious move that states 
could make, to just completely get rid 
of those. 


According to Dr. Smith, more than 30 
states have Certificate of Need laws. 
“T think my last count was, there are 37 
states that have those,” he says. “Some 
states have it in some sectors and not in 
others. They may say we can’t have any 
more lithotripsy machines unless you go 
through the commission, or they may say 
we can’t have any more surgery centers, 
or we can’t have any more hospitals, or 
MRI machines. So sometimes they are 
selective. Some states are not selective at 
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HEALTHCARE 


The prescription for America’s healthcare problems 
is simple and obvious: Take the politics, the 
politicians, and the bureaucrats out of medicine and 
allow healthcare to function in a free market system 
that promotes honesty, quality, efficiency, and 


affordability. 


all, because the grip of the big health cor- 
porate syndicate is so tight that, in some 
states, the Certificate of Need applies to 
just about everything.” 

As an ardent “free marketer,” Smith 
finds it particularly irritating when crit- 
ics blame all of this corruption, sky-high 
costs, and abysmal quality in healthcare on 
the free market. 

“This is not a failure of the free market; 
it’s an absence of the free market,” he re- 
iterates. “If you want to see the market at 
work in healthcare, you look no further 
than LASIK surgery or plastic surgery, 
where the prices are falling and the qual- 
ity is going up. That’s the way every other 
industry works. So that was part of what 
we had in mind when we put our prices 


online, was to show that, this is the free 
market. And when you embrace the free 
market, you have the chance of this won- 
derful value proposition, where the qual- 
ity is high and the prices are low.” 
Surgery Center of Oklahoma oper- 
ates under a simple philosophy. “We’ve 
avoided leverage from payers and from 
the government from the day we opened 
in 1997,” Dr. Smith explains. “We don’t 
care for leverage. That’s why we de- 
cided we would never take a dime of 
government money when we opened. 
Those were our two operating send-offs: 
We decided that we would never take 
any government money, because of the 
strings attached and all of the mess, and 
that we would be honest in our pricing. 


The free market healthcare message: THe New American’s senior editor William F. Jasper (right) 
interviewed SCO’s co-founder and CEO, Dr. G Keith Smith. Thanks largely to doctors from the 
Surgery Center of Oklahoma who are willing to share how they do what they do, similar centers 
with transparent pricing are opening across the country. 
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Those were the founding girders for our 
launch, and we’ve never looked back. So, 
because we don’t take federal money, we 
don’t have to deal with electronic medi- 
cal records, which basically is the federal 
government’s way of getting your medi- 
cal records, and your having lost com- 
pletely your confidential relationship 
with the physician. So, the electronic 
medical records are a dream for the fed- 
eral government, and just like the NSA, 
it’s a total lack of privacy.” 

SCO opted out of that bureaucratic 
nightmare from day one of its launch, 17 
years ago. “We avoid all that red tape, 
and we do that intentionally,” says Smith. 
“And by practicing the way that we are, 
and avoiding the dalliances with the gov- 
ernment and the big carriers, we are able 
to just look patients in the eye and treat 
them as patients.” 

There are many reasons why Drs. 
Smith and Lantier decided to operate the 
SCO in the way that they do. “We did 
it because we wanted the poor and the 
uninsured to know they could come here 
— there was an island, an oasis where 
they would be freed from the threat of 
bankruptcy for any sort of procedure they 
would have,” Dr. Smith explains. “And 
then we really wanted to pull the veil 
back on the healthcare scam in this coun- 
try, and I think that’s beginning to hap- 
pen. People are beginning to realize that 
it is a syndicate. And then the last thing 
I wanted to do was, I wanted my fellow 
facility administrators and physicians to 
know, you can do this, too. We want ev- 
erybody in the United States to do this. 
I’m not doing this because I just want 
to be the only one and soak up all the 
business; we want everyone to do this, 
because it’Il be healthy for everybody in 
the country, and even for the country as 
a whole, if the government will stay out 
of the way and let it happen.” 

The SCO’s competitive price pressures 
are holding hospital administrators’ feet 
to the fire and have already forced many 
hospitals to lower their prices and become 
more transparent in their business practic- 
es. “I’ve had patients e-mail me and say, 
‘I was going to come to your facility, but 
I printed out your price list, and I took the 
price list in one hand and a plane ticket 
in the other hand to my hospital and told 
them this is where I’m going unless you 
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step up,’” Dr. Smith relates. “In one case, 
in Georgia, a man was quoted $40,000 for 
a procedure on his prostate that we do here 
for about $4,000. As he was walking out, 
the hospital agreed to do the procedure for 
$4,000. Very insightfully, in the man’s e- 
mail, he said, ‘You saved me $36,000 and 
you didn’t even do my surgery.”” 


ObamaCare’s “Meaningful Use” 

One of the many harmful features of 
ObamaCare, which Dr. Smith refers to 
as the Unaffordable Care Act, requires 
physicians and hospitals to acquire elec- 
tronic health record (EHR) systems or 
face draconian cuts in their reimburse- 
ment from Medicare. “This was, in es- 
sence,” says Smith, “a mandate and an 
expensive one, doctors not uncommonly 
spending $100,000 or more on these sys- 
tems.” As a carrot, the federal govern- 
ment promised to pay “incentives” to 
partially (if not fully) reimburse the phy- 
sicians and hospitals for buying these 
systems, but only if they met certain cri- 
teria, “meaningful use” being the catch- 
all phrase for these criteria. “Meaning- 
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ful use has several parts, culminating in 
the transmission of confidential patient 
data (without the patient’s consent) to 
the federal government,” Smith notes. 
“There you have it: ‘Doctor, buy this or 
else. Now that you have bought it, you 
can have your money back — if you be- 
tray your patients.’ That is ‘meaningful 
use’ in a nutshell.” 

The hands of the big corporate hospi- 
tals are apparent here. “Notice also that 
ASC’s (Ambulatory Surgery Centers, 
such as SCO) do not qualify for reim- 
bursement of the purchase of these sys- 
tems, although they do qualify for the 
punishment for not having a system,” 
Smith points out. “This is not very subtle, 
is it? Think the hospital lobby had any- 
thing to do with this?” 

Dr. Smith is particularly critical of for- 
mer House Speaker and Republican pres- 
idential candidate Newt Gingrich, whose 
Center for Health Transformation has 
been in the forefront of promoting fed- 
eral legislation (together with Democrats 
Hillary Clinton and Rep. Patrick Ken- 
nedy, son of the late Sen. Ted Kennedy) 


mandating adoption of EHR systems. 
“The EHR lobby, led by Newt Gingrich, 
very effectively created a purchase man- 
date for their product, always a money- 
maker,” Smith wrote in his blog. “The de- 
mand therefore far outstripped the supply 
and many systems which were trash were 
sold and were replaced with new ones al- 
most as fast as they were installed. None 
of the systems effectively ‘talk’ to each 
other, as the companies all claim their 
software as proprietary and will not coop- 
erate or play well with others. Hospitals 
use this tool to gouge even more effec- 
tively, making lab tests and nutrition con- 
sults part of the admission orders, rather 
than discretionary when needed. Medical 
records are now an unintelligible cut and 
paste mess, with pertinent patient infor- 
mation impossible to find.” 

For Dr. Smith, the prescription for 
America’s healthcare problems is simple 
and obvious: Take the politics, the politi- 
cians, and the bureaucrats out of medi- 
cine and allow healthcare to function in a 
free market system that promotes hones- 
ty, quality, efficiency, and affordability. Ml 
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Each year power representatives of government and big business gather for the very 
secretive Bilderberg conference to discuss how they should change the world. 


by Alex Newman 


OPENHAGEN — At this year’s 
( Bilderberg summit in the Dan- 
ish capital, dozens of the world’s 
most important Big Business and mega- 
bank CEOs were again meeting behind 
taxpayer-funded security with top Big 
Government leaders. High-level opera- 
tives for Big Green, Big Media, Big Oil, 
Big Espionage, Big Banks, Big War, Big 
Internet, Big Foundations, Big Commu- 
nism, Big Data, and most of the other im- 
portant “Bigs” were represented, too. All 
of the attendees share at least one common 
element: a radical devotion to globalism. 
In public, Bilderberg summit organiz- 
ers seek to portray the gathering as a mere 
off-the-record discussion forum. A press 
release from Bilderberg released ahead of 
this year’s summit, for example, claimed 
the purpose was merely “to foster dia- 
logue between Europe and North Amer- 
ica.” How a secrecy-obsessed, paranoid, 
closed-off meeting would foster any sort 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


of “dialogue” between hundreds of mil- 
lions of people on opposite sides of the At- 
lantic was not clear. What role a member 
of the Communist Party of China’s Central 
Committee would play in such dialogue 
also was not explained. 

Still, “nothing to see here,” Bilderberg 
implausibly insists. “There is no desired 
outcome, no resolutions are proposed, no 
votes are taken, and no policy statements 
are issued,” claimed an official statement 
on May 26, prior to the May 29-June | 
summit. Numerous attendees, though, 
have openly admitted in public comments 
over the years that much more than a mere 
“private talk” is going on at the controver- 
sial confab. 


What They Say: Policy Power 

For example, in 2010, former NATO boss 
and two-time Bilderberg attendee Willy 
Claes said in a radio interview that reports 
of Bilderberg speeches are compiled. “The 
participants are then obviously considered 
to use this report in setting their policies 


in the environments in which they affect,” 
Claes added, essentially admitting that 
Bilderberg attendees are secretly plotting 
your future. 

The year before, then-Bilderberg 
chairman Etienne Davignon — a former 
European Union commissar and current 
Belgian minister of state — told the on- 
line EUobserver that the summits “helped 
create” the controversial euro currency 
imposed on 17 formerly sovereign na- 
tions. Much evidence also suggests the 
summits played a major role in foisting 
the super-state on the peoples of Europe 
against their will. 

This year, a Bilderberg attendee and 
the leader of the Socialist International- 
aligned Dutch Labor Party, “sustainabil- 
ity” zealot Diederik Samsom, admitted on 
camera while speaking to protesters that 
he was at the summit in his official capac- 
ity. “Well, I’m formal, because being a 
politician, you’re 24/7, so there’s no way 
of exiting my role,” he said. 

More than 15 years ago, Bilderberg at- 
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tendee Will Hutton — a former British 
newspaper editor, pro-EU extremist, and 
opponent of American conservatism — 
also hinted at the influence of the gather- 
ing. “[Bilderberg] is one of the key meet- 
ings of the year,” he wrote in 1998. “The 
consensus established is the backdrop 
against which policy is made worldwide.” 

A great deal of anecdotal evidence sug- 
gests Bilderberg plays a major role in se- 
lecting the policymakers who will foist 
the schemes on an unsuspecting public. In 
1991, for example, a virtually unknown 
governor from Arkansas attended. Shortly 
after that, he became President Bill Clin- 
ton. Barack Obama, too, went to Bilder- 
berg before becoming president. 

Europe faces the same problem. Tony 
Blair attended Bilderberg as an opposition 
member of Parliament. He became prime 
minister shortly afterwards. Numerous 
other British prime ministers have attend- 
ed, as have up-and-coming “leaders” from 
other countries in Europe. 

At the European level — where voters 
have virtually no say — the same phenom- 
enon has been observed among unelected 
EU bosses. In 2005, the state-funded BBC 
noted, “All the recent presidents of the Eu- 
ropean Commission attended Bilderberg 
meetings before they were appointed.” 


In 2009, former Belgian Prime Min- 
ister Herman Van Rompuy — a virtual 
nobody who was unknown throughout 
the bloc — was mysteriously installed 
as EU “president” days after attend- 
ing the confab. “By working together, 
the EU and Russia can make a decisive 
contribution to global governance,” Van 
Rompuy said, seemingly shattering the 
notion pushed by Kremlin-funded media 
that Russian President Vladimir Putin is 
somehow standing up against Bilderberg 
and the “New World Order” its attendees 
regularly speak of. 


What They Say: Globalism 

Indeed, what unites the seemingly dispa- 
rate globalists appears to be mainly their 
fanatical devotion to globalism — the 
transfer of political power away from 
nations and people to unaccountable su- 
pranational regimes. Based on their pub- 
lic statements, virtually all attendees at 
Bilderberg are proponents of global and 
regional governance rather than national 
independence. 

In 2001, former British Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and Bilderberg bigwig 
Denis Healey told the U.K. Guardian that 
it was a little “exaggerated, but not whol- 
ly unfair” to say the outfit’s overall goal 


Vetting world leaders: Aside from attendee statements confirming Bilderberg’s role in policy, 
anecdotal evidence suggests it also plays a part in selecting policymakers on the international 
scene — Bill Clinton, for example, attended shortly before becoming president. 
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was global government. “Those of us in 
Bilderberg felt we couldn’t go on forever 
fighting one another for nothing and kill- 
ing people and rendering millions home- 
less,” he claimed, despite the giant role 
played by Bilderberg attendees in foment- 
ing those wars. “So we felt that a single 
community throughout the world would 
be a good thing.” 

More than a few prominent Bilderberg 
attendees over the decades have openly 
stated their goals, often referring to the 
sought-after planetary regime as the “New 
World Order.” Bill Clinton, George H.W. 
Bush, Henry Kissinger, George Soros, and 
many other top globalists and Bilderberg 
operatives use the term regularly. While 
Bilderberg claims people with “diverse” 
views are invited, that “diversity” does 
not include proponents of national inde- 
pendence. 

On its website, Bilderberg touts the 
globalist views of its attendees. “In the 
context of a globalized world, it is hard 
to think of any issue in either Europe 
or North America that could be tackled 
unilaterally,” it claims. Speaking to the 
BBC in 2005, former Bilderberg chair 
Davignon also noted that at the summit, 
“automatically around the table you have 
internationalists.” 

When Big Business and Big Govern- 
ment join forces to benefit each other at 
public expense, the result is often tragic, 
as history has shown. On a global scale, 
though, the potential for disaster is far 
more serious — and that is the threat rep- 
resented by Bilderberg and its attendees. 


Establishment Media Ignores Summit 
This summit — the 62nd so far — again 
brought together a virtual who’s who 
of establishment powerbrokers or their 
minions. Among them: Henry Kissinger, 
NATO boss Anders Fogh Rasmussen, 
former Treasury Secretary and co-chair 
of the globalist Council on Foreign Re- 
lations Robert Rubin, Bank of Canada 
Governor Stephen Poloz, Google Chair- 
man Eric Schmidt, neocon and Goldman 
Sachs boss Robert Zoellick, former CIA 
chief David Petraeus, International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) head Christine Lagarde, 
and many more. 

If top celebrities were gathered for a 
private meeting, there would be no end 
to the media coverage and ridiculous 
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hype. Supposed “journalists” would have 
a field day. When top globalists whose 
decisions collectively affect the lives of 
virtually every person on the planet gath- 
ered, however, establishment media out- 
fits were AWOL. 

The lack of press coverage surrounding 
perhaps one of the most important meet- 
ings of the year was not due to a lack of 
information. This magazine and numer- 
ous reporters for alternative media outlets 
were there. The Danish press was, too, as 
were a handful of reporters for major Eu- 
ropean newspapers. 

Numerous high-powered media types 
were in attendance at the actual summit 
— from editors and publishers of major 
publications to influential columnists 
and corporate media magnates. Among 
them: the Economist magazine’s editor- 
in-chief John Micklethwait, chief eco- 
nomics commentator Martin Wolf with 
the Financial Times, Austrian newspaper 
Der Standard publisher Oscar Bronner, 
editor-in-chief Monica Maggioni with 
Italy’s Rainews24 and RAI TV, French 
paper Le Monde executive editor Natalie 
Nougayréde, and more. 

All of them were mingling with the 
upper echelons of the establishment. 
Naive readers and viewers, though, were 
none the wiser. None of the media barons 
in attendance, or their “news” outlets, 
reported on the gathering. Days after the 
summit, though, the Financial Times ran 
a propaganda piece promoting fellow 
Bilderberg attendee and Swedish Foreign 
Minister Carl Bildt as the next EU foreign 
policy boss. 

The only U.S. market where the estab- 
lishment press offered a decent amount 
of Bilderberg coverage was Atlanta. The 
mayor, Muhammad Kasim Reed, was 
among the lesser-known attendees at the 
summit, sparking a wide range of specula- 
tion. Outside of Atlanta, American news- 
papers were suspiciously silent on the 
globalist confab. 

In the foreign media, at least two 
major British newspapers, the Guard- 
ian and the Independent, reported on 
Bilderberg’s 2014 summit. Still, for the 
vast majority of humanity, the gather- 
ing of high-level globalists was not in 
their newspaper, much less on the front 
page — where it undoubtedly would 
have been if 125 actors or singers had 
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converged on the Copenhagen Marriott 
Hotel, where the confab took place. 

One reporter for a leading newspaper 
in a small European nation, who like 
other uninvited journalists remained in a 
pen for protesters across the street from 
the meetings, spoke with THE NEw AMER- 
ICAN off the record. “Probably almost no- 
body in my country knows about these 
meetings, because the guys who own the 
two big private TV channels are inside, 
and the public channel never talks about 
it,” he said. 


“Eastern” Press 

Pushes Bogus Narrative 

Outside of the West, there was some cov- 
erage. A Communist Chinese newspaper 
mentioned the summit, and the Kremlin- 
funded RT network probably had more 
Bilderberg news than any other media 
outlet in the world. Much of its coverage, 
though, centered on summit attendees’ 
alleged agenda to maintain a Western- 
dominated “unipolar” world order — a 
dubious theory, to put it mildly. Iran’s 
state-controlled Press TV promoted a 
similar narrative, claiming that “the na- 
tions resisting the Bilderbergers’ world 
takeover attempt, led by Iran, Russia and 
China, are gaining ground.” 

Of course, numerous Bilderberg big- 
wigs have touted the ruthless Communist 
Chinese dictatorship as a leading player 
in the “New World Order.” Less than a 
week after the summit finished, IMF 


boss Lagarde said that “the way things 
are going, I wouldn’t be surprised if one 
of these days the IMF was headquartered 
in Beijing for instance.” 

The communist Chinese regime, mean- 
while, which had at least two opera- 
tives at the summit, recently called for a 
global currency and a UN-dominated 
“New World Order,” echoing the public 
pronouncements of countless Western 
globalists. Examining the key role of the 
Council on Foreign Relations and similar 
outfits in empowering the mass-murdering 
dictatorship also casts serious doubts on 
the Kremlin narrative. 

Like Bilderberg regulars, top EU and 
Russian officials regularly promote “in- 
tegration” between the ruling classes in 
Moscow and Brussels. Innumerable links 
between the former communist regimes in 
the East and the ruling class in the West 
could also be cited. All of the BRICS re- 
gimes (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and 
South Africa), meanwhile, have been fer- 
vent supporters of empowering the UN, 
the IMF, and the IMF’s proto-global cur- 
rency known as Special Drawing Rights. 

Much of the theorizing surrounding 
Bilderberg’s alleged efforts and agenda to 
“contain” the mostly socialist and com- 
munist BRICS regimes was attributed 
to alleged leaks. The supposed agenda 
was reportedly obtained from unidenti- 
fied summit insiders by journalist Daniel 
Estulin, who regularly covers Bilderberg 
and is often cited as an expert. It was not 
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possible to independently verify or dis- 
prove the claims. 

THE NEW AMERICAN reached out to 
Bilderberg organizers, requesting com- 
ment and on-camera interviews. “As 
ever, in order to encourage the highest 
level of openness and dialogue among 
the participants during the conference, 
the Bilderberg meeting is closed to re- 
porting journalists,” the self-described 
“Bilderberg media team” responded in 
an e-mail. “While we would have liked 
to help you with your request, we regret 
to inform you that we cannot provide any 
interviews this week.” 


Protesters Outraged 

While the establishment media were 
missing in action, Bilderberg did not slip 
by entirely unnoticed. Gathered outside 
the Marriott hotel were protesters slam- 
ming everything from the “New World 
Order” and globalism to never-ending 
war and alleged depopulation schemes. 
Unidentified men — presumably “secu- 
rity” of some sort — peered down on the 
fenced-in demonstrators from the roof 
through what appeared to be telescopes 
and binoculars. Some of them were wear- 
ing masks on their faces. 

Bilderberg protesters, mostly from 
northern Europe, first assembled on May 
26. They came from multiple countries, 
spoke different languages, and had signif- 
icantly divergent views on politics. Lib- 
ertarians, liberals, and conservatives were 
all represented, and some of the demon- 
strators were especially concerned about 
one subject or another in particular. 

On at least one point, though, they were 
all united: Top globalists or their senior- 
level minions have no right to meet in 
secret with supposed public “servants” 
to plot humanity’s future. In the United 
States, the Logan Act actually makes it a 
felony for American officials to secretly 
work on policy with any agent of a foreign 
government without prior approval. 

Many of the protesters came with 
homemade signs and messages decrying 
Bilderberg. All over the area of down- 
town where the controversial summit 
was held, pedestrians were treated to 
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“leak” that Bilderberg was plotting against the 


BRICS countries, much evidence suggests those regimes will play a key role in the globalist “New 


World Order” sought by attendees. 


messages on the sidewalk written with 
chalk. “We are not your property,” read 
one message scrawled just outside the 
hotel on a crosswalk. “We are free. No 
world order. Bilderberg go home.” Simi- 
lar messages could be found blocks away 
from the summit. 

Inside the pen across the street from the 
hotel to contain protesters and journalists, 
meanwhile, was a wide assortment of ban- 
ners and flags. “Something is rotten in the 
state of Denmark,” read one particularly 
large banner listing “Danish Bilderberg 
puppets hired to execute the agenda of the 
New World Order.” Also listed was an as- 
sortment of interlocking globalist outfits: 
the Trilateral Commission, the Club of 
Rome, the Council on Foreign Relations, 
and more. 

Occasionally, somebody would grab a 
bullhorn and shout in the direction of the 
hotel. “The New World Order will fail,” 
Bilderberg attendees were told repeatedly. 
“The people are ‘waking up’ from their 
slumber” was a common refrain as well. 
“War criminals,” more than a few attend- 
ees shouted. On Saturday, May 31, activists 
gave speeches denouncing Bilderberg, too. 


Many “Get It” 

Brian Gideon, a young Dane wearing a 
“Tyranny Response Team” T-shirt, was 
one of those in the pen for protesters dur- 
ing the summit. Without a doubt, Gideon 
told THE NEW AMERICAN in an on-camera 
interview, Bilderberg attendees were dis- 
cussing the Transatlantic Trade and In- 
vestment Partnership (TTIP), an effort to 
foist a single, unaccountable regulatory 
regime and its accompanying kangaroo 
tribunals over the peoples of the United 
States and the EU. 

“Here in Europe, we started with trade 
agreements like this, and we ended up with 
this European Union, so we kind of know 
a little bit about how it works,” he said. 
“Tt starts out just being a trade union, then 
evolves into political union with a military 
and a parliament and so forth, like we have 
in the European Union now.” 

“The people that created the Bilderberg 
over 60 years ago were working toward 
what they call a one-world order, really 
a one-world government or even a one- 
world corporation,” said Gideon, who 
runs a Danish website to expose the ef- 
fort. “They want to remove national-state 
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sovereignty and move those powers over 
to giant supranational governments such 
as the EU or the United Nations. That is 
where they have their control — where 
there is no democratic process or influence 
from normal people.” 

Another protester, Charlotte Poulsen, 
a Danish woman who helped organize 
protests on Facebook, was singing with 
some fellow demonstrators when THE 
New AMERICAN asked her to translate. 
“To you who work in government, you 
are lackeys working for a New World 
Order,” she said, blasting two Danish 
prime ministers who “sold their souls” 
to the Rockefeller dynasty and attended 
Bilderberg. “We don’t want to take anti- 
depressants; no more dangerous GMO, 
fluoride, brainwashing, and children on 
Ritalin. The agenda is just laughable.” In 
Danish it rhymed. 

Last year, when Bilderberg met in the 
United Kingdom, thousands of demonstra- 
tors showed up, contributing to perhaps 
the greatest amount of media coverage 
ever. This year the summit appears to have 
attracted far fewer protesters. The police 
had some 3,000 officers on standby in case 
of trouble, but local media reports said 
they had not been deployed. Still, it often 
felt like police outnumbered the dozens of 
protesters and journalists. 

Several protesters and journalists were 


Chinese participation: Among the top globalists at Bilderberg 2014 was He Liu, a member of the 


arrested, but they were promptly released 
after a trip to the station. “They just made 
up charges after we confronted the Bilder- 
berg organizers in the hotel,” activist for 
We Are Change and journalist Luke Rud- 
kowski told THE NEW AMERICAN after 
being released. For the most part, the po- 
lice, who told THE NEw AMERICAN that 
taxpayers were paying their salary while 
on Bilderberg duty, were extraordinarily 
friendly. Many of them were joking, hug- 
ging, and discussing various topics with 
the protesters. 


Italian Lawmakers: Enough! 

The chorus of official resistance to the 
shadowy Bilderberg meetings between 
top globalists in Big Business and Big 
Government is growing louder. While the 
outcry remains relatively tame consider- 
ing the magnitude of the problem, like 
protesters, some lawmakers are becoming 
increasingly concerned. 

Especially problematic is that about 
one-third of those gathered came from 
government and politics. This year, a co- 
alition of Italian lawmakers decided it was 
time for public “servants,” supposedly 
employees of the people, to stop meeting 
behind closed doors with bailed-out mega- 
bank bosses and crony capitalists. 

The delegation of three Italian mem- 
bers of Parliament arrived in Copenhagen 


Chinese Communist Party Central Committee (shown) and a minister for financial and economic 


affairs in the regime. 
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hoping to present some simple requests 
to the paranoid attendees. “This year, as 
a member of the Parliament, I decided to 
do a step forward,” said MP Carlo Sibilia 
with the surging anti-EU “Five Star Move- 
ment” party. 

They had simple requests. “In this 
meeting there are lots of people who have 
been elected by the people, and then there 
are members of the most important cor- 
porations all over the world — bankers, 
financial institutions — people that are 
really influential in the world,” Sibilia 
continued. “So we said, ‘If this is going 
on, and there are elected people in there, 
why don’t you just make it public, just 
give us a report about what’s going on 
in there?’” 

The preferred option, the lawmaker 
said, would be live-streaming video of 
the meetings. “If this is not possible ... 
please, don’t invite people who have been 
elected,” Sibilia added. He also offered a 
list of public “servants” who should not 
be there: representatives, those with gov- 
ernment assignments, anyone involved in 
monetary policy, and more. “This is really 
important,” he said. 

“One thing I know for certain is that 
two of the last three Italian prime minis- 
ters have been invited in this conference, 
and then the next year, they have been 
nominated prime minister, not elected,” 
Sibilia continued, drawing a comparison 
with Obama and Clinton. “This is really 
weird.... There is something going on.” As 
THE NEW AMERICAN reported at the time, 
Bilderberg bigwig and Goldman Sachs 
operative Mario Monti was installed as 
prime minister in 2011 as part of what 
critics called a “coup.” 

“We just want to know what’s going on,” 
the lawmaker added. “If there is nothing to 
hide, why are they hiding?” Of course, that 
is the argument cited by Big Government 
extremists to infringe on citizens’ right to 
privacy without a warrant. Many of the top 
figures involved in the assault on privacy 
were at Bilderberg, including CIA, NSA, 
MI6, and Google bosses. Critics said the 
hypocrisy was astounding: privacy for 
them, but none for you. 

In the end, police would not allow the 
Italian lawmakers to deliver their docu- 
ment requesting an end to the participation 
of public “servants” at Bilderberg because 
it was not “expected.” The friendly offi- 
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cers guarding the globalists suggested that 
the parliamentarians send their requests 
along to the Danish Parliament instead. 


Official Criticism Growing 
It is hardly the first time officials have 
spoken out about Bilderberg. Around the 
world, lawmakers have been lambasting 
various elements of the shadowy gathering 
for years — calling for more transparency, 
arrests, an end to the summits, and more. 
Other leaders called on their countrymen 
to represent their nation’s interests. 
Following last year’s meeting, British 
Parliamentarian Michael Meacher called 
for an end to the secrecy. “These are really 
big decision makers who have come to con- 
cert their plans over the future of capitalism. 
That is going to affect us, the 99.99 per cent, 
very extensively,” he explained. “In a demo- 
cratic system we have a right to know what 
they’re talking about, what conclusions they 
reached and to ask some questions.” 
Italian member of the European Parlia- 
ment Mario Borghezio even tried to crash 
the party in 2011, when Bilderberg was in 
Switzerland. Blasting the secrecy, MEP 


Borghezio was detained by police for try- 
ing to force his way into the conference. In 
a video this year, the European parliamen- 
tarian denounced Bilderberg as the “root 
of all evil that afflicts Italy.” Other promi- 
nent Italians have filed formal complaints 
with the public prosecutor alleging serious 
criminal activity. 

Also in 2011, center-right Swiss Par- 
liamentarian Dominique Baettig asked 
prosecutors to consider arresting attendees 
such as Henry Kissinger, George W. Bush, 
and ex-French President Nicolas Sarkozy 
for war crimes. The lawmaker, with Swit- 
zerland’s largest political party, also sug- 
gested that Swiss officials at the event 
should have been charged with treason. 

This year, the surging Danish People’s 
Party was demanding to know how much 
taxpayer wealth was spent on the sum- 
mit. “We want the Parliamentary Legal 
Committee to ask the minister of justice 
to provide information on how much 
money was spent, just as with other major 
events,” said party spokesman Peter Skaa- 
tup. Millions of tax dollars were spent at 
last year’s U.K. summit. 


In Hungary, various parties, including 
the ruling Fidesz, as well as senior politi- 
cians, demanded that any Hungarian offi- 
cials at the summit represent the nation’s 
interest regardless of party. Other politi- 
cal leaders wanted know what happened 
at Bilderberg, along with any instructions 
given to Hungarian attendees. 

At least one attendee, Dutch Labor 
Party boss and parliamentary leader 
Diederik Samsom, also said that there 
should be more transparency. “I do 
agree that after such a meeting, people 
should go out, like me, and tell you what 
we discussed,” he told protesters and 
journalists outside the hotel. He never 
did say exactly what was discussed, 
however. 

If sunlight is the best disinfectant, it 
is time for taxpayers, lawmakers, jour- 
nalists, law enforcement, and voters to 
pry open the door to Bilderberg. There 
should be little doubt that attendees were 
fervently plotting to advance their global- 
ist vision. Advocates of freedom, trans- 
parency, and national sovereignty must 
pursue their goals with equal vigor. 
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Why Do Pro-lifers 


Pro-life churchgoers are among the most charitable Americans in the country, yet they 
often donate to causes that clash with their core beliefs. 


AP Images 


Wishing donations went toward curing cancer? Grants from the Susan G. Komen Foundation 


for the Cure are once more flowing to Planned Parenthood, after controversy caused Komen to 
reverse its prior decision to de-fund the abortion provider. 


by Warren Mass 


report posted online last year by 
Awe Is Conservative” cites 

data about charitable giving col- 
lected from FamilyFacts.org (part of the 
Heritage Foundation). The chart indicated 
that of people who attend church at least 
weekly, 94.5 percent give to church-con- 
nected charities, and 73.3 percent donate 
to other charities. At the opposite end 
of the chart, of those who rarely attend 
church, 28.9 percent donate to church- 
connected charities, and 61.8 percent give 
to other types of charities. The bottom 
line: Churchgoers give more to charity 
than non-churchgoers. 

Regular church attendance manifests 
itself in other ways, as well, including im- 
pacting a congregant’s views on important 
life and family issues, such as abortion. 
An article in LifeNews.com in 2011 cited 
figures from a Gallup analysis of polls it 
conducted on abortion from 2008-2011 that 
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compared respondents’ frequency of church 
attendance with how pro-life they were. 

The poll isolated Republicans from 
Democrats, to separate political influence 
from religious influence, but the results 
were still dramatic. 

Eighty-four percent of Republicans who 
were weekly churchgoers said they were 
pro-life, while only 47 percent of Repub- 
licans who seldom or never attend church 
proclaimed themselves to be pro-life. 

Democrats who are weekly churchgoers 
were actually pro-life 48 percent versus 40 
percent. As expected, however, Democrats 
who seldom or never attended religious 
services were overwhelmingly pro-abor- 
tion, with 77 percent calling themselves 
“pro-choice” compared with just 19 per- 
cent who said they were pro-life. 

To summarize these surveys and stud- 
ies: a higher percentage of people of faith 
— if identified by those who attend church 
on a weekly basis — give to charity than 
those who rarely attend church. And this 


same demographic — weekly church- 
goers, whether they are Republicans or 
Democrats — are much more likely to 
identify themselves as “pro-life” than 
those who seldom attend church. 

A fair conclusion, therefore, is that 
these same churchgoing people of faith 
who donate generously to charity and 
who are also pro-life would want their 
donations to be used in ways compatible 
with their religious principles. They most 
certainly would not want their donations 
used in ways that undermine their faith, 
and especially not to promote abortion. 

Unfortunately, that is often exactly 
what happens. 

A study of many charitable, nonprofit 
organizations reveals that while many are 
faithful to their stated missions, others 
advance socially liberal agendas that are 
anathema to moral conservatives. And the 
morally and constitutionally conservative 
donors who provide a substantial amount 
of the funding for these nonprofits are often 
unaware of how their donations are used. 

In an article published in 2009, “Time 
for Conservatives to Stop Financing the 
Left,” veteran conservative fundraiser 
Richard Viguerie and constitutional at- 
torney Mark Fitzgibbons wrote that de- 
termining which nonprofits are worthy of 
support is not always as easy as it might 
seem. They noted: 


It’s easy to spot openly left-wing 
nonprofits such as ACORN and 
Planned Parenthood. But suppos- 
edly non-ideological charities have 
become mouthpieces for liberalism, 
even socialism. 

For example, American Heart As- 
sociation, American Diabetes Associ- 
ation, Catholic Charities, and others 
recently slapped their conservative 
donors in the face by praising the 
highly partisan stimulus bill. 


We will provide a brief sampling of what 
we have discovered about many leading 
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A study of many charitable, nonprofit organizations 
reveals that while many are faithful to their stated 
missions, others advance socially liberal agendas that 
are anathema to moral conservatives. 


American charities. Because the num- 
ber of nonprofits is almost uncountable, 
however, Viguerie and Fitzgibbons rec- 
ommended that conservatives visit David 
Horowitz’s DiscoverTheNetworks.org, 
which they say “does a good job identify- 
ing some of the more notorious left-wing 
organizations.” 

Last fall, Forbes published a list of the 
50 largest U.S. charities, ranked accord- 
ing to the amount of private donations re- 
ceived. Number one on the list was United 
Way, with receipts of $3.9 billion. The par- 
ent United Way organization, headquar- 
tered in Alexandria, Virginia, works with 
more than 1,200 local United Way offices 
throughout the country. Since each local 
United Way office determines which char- 
itable organizations it will support through 
its grant programs in its own area, it is un- 
deniable that much United Way money 
goes to worthwhile projects. 

However, a curious category on United 
Way’s website refers to “public policy 
work,” which indicates that the organi- 
zation does not limit itself to direct aid, 
but seeks to influence “public” (govern- 
ment) policy. Such suspicions are con- 
firmed when we read the online pamphlet 
entitled “Advancing the Common Good: 
United Way Policy Agenda for the 113th 
Congress.” What is immediately appar- 
ent from this stated agenda is that United 
Way, by making an effort to influence 
Congress, is moving from the realm of 
private charity to being an advocate for 
federal aid, which is not delegated to the 
federal government by the Constitution. 

In addition to lobbying the federal 
government to expand its reach beyond 
the area mandated by the Constitution, 
United Way has in the past used its funds 
in ways many donors would have moral 
objections to. 

An article on LifeNews.com for Octo- 
ber 24, 2011 reported that — while each 
local United Way determines whom it 
will support, and most United Way or- 
ganizations claim they do not fund pro- 
grams for abortion services — “some 
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do support Planned Parenthood or other 
abortion-advocate agencies.” 

The writer, Texas Right to Life Presi- 
dent Jim Graham, notes that despite Unit- 
ed Way’s claim on its website that none of 
its funds are currently used, or have ever 
been used, to support abortion services, 
“any finances being donated to Planned 
Parenthood (even if not specifically for 
abortion services) will free up more of 
their money to be used toward abortion 
services.” 

And the bottom line is that in 2008, local 
United Ways distributed an estimated $1.9 
million to Planned Parenthood agencies. 

United Way is far from the only organ- 
ization providing funds for Planned Par- 
enthood, the nation’s largest abortion pro- 
vider. Planned Parenthood also receives 
funding from organizations that many 
Americans would consider to be worth- 
while assets to the community. 

Most Americans do not know the en- 
tire story behind Susan G. Komen for the 
Cure, the nonprofit breast cancer aware- 
ness organization known for popularizing 
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pink ribbons to remind people to donate to 
their cause and for staging 5K “Race for 
the Cure” events. Komen ranks 30th in the 
Forbes list, having received $330 million 
in private donations in 2013. 

Starting in 2007, Komen provided 
money to pay for 170,000 clinical breast 
exams and 6,400 mammogram referrals 
at the Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America and affiliates. But on January 31, 
2012, Komen stopped funding Planned 
Parenthood, citing a congressional inves- 
tigation by Rep. Cliff Stearns (R-Fla.) into 
Planned Parenthood’s performing abor- 
tions while accepting federal funding, as 
well as an internal rule against funding 
organizations under any federal, state, or 
local investigation. 

While the move was applauded by pro- 
lifers, pro-abortion advocates raised a hul- 
labaloo, and many increased their dona- 
tions to Planned Parenthood to make up 
for the loss. 

Komen’s Board of Directors fled from 
the controversy quickly. Just four days 
later, they reversed their decision to de- 
fund Planned Parenthood, stating that they 
would amend the policy to “make clear 
that disqualifying investigations must be 
criminal and conclusive in nature and not 
political.” 

Other organizations that family-value 
donors have confidence in, such as the Girl 


Cooking up a new value system: National and local pro-life organizations called for a boycott of the 
Girls Scouts’ annual cookie drive because of the Girl Scouts USA's support for Planned Parenthood. 
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Scouts, while not providing funding for 
Planned Parenthood, support the abortion 
provider’s work and encourage the girls 
under its guidance to rely on it as a source 
for making important life decisions. This 
past winter, a coalition of national and local 
pro-life organizations joined in calling for 
a boycott of the Girl Scouts’ annual cookie 
drive because of the Girl Scouts USA’s 
support for Planned Parenthood. 

Among the groups supporting the boy- 
cott were the Pro-Life Action League, 
American Life League (ALL), the Radi- 
ance Foundation, LifeNews, Operation 
Rescue, the National Black Pro-Life 
Union, and Life Coalition International. 

“The Girl Scouts were once a trusted or- 
ganization dedicated to character building 
in young girls and women. Now, GSUSA 
is abusing that trust,” Paul Rondeau, ex- 
ecutive director of American Life League, 
quoted Judie Brown, ALL’s president, in 
a January 30 article. “Most parents and 
grandparents remain painfully unaware 
that GSUSA has introduced so-called 
‘family planning’ ideology in its curricu- 
lum and promotes groups like Planned 
Parenthood to our daughters and grand- 
daughters.” 

Another charity that has long been 
heavily supported by Catholics and oth- 
ers is the Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development (CCHD), an annual appeal 
held by the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) each November. As 
posted on the USCCB website, 


The Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development is the domestic anti- 
poverty program of the U.S. Catho- 
lic Bishops, working to carry out the 
mission of Jesus Christ “.... to bring 
good news to the poor ... release to 
captives ... sight to the blind, and let 
the oppressed go free.” (Luke 4:18) 
[Emphasis in original. ] 


It was not the CCHD’s stated mission 
of helping the poor that caused its pro- 
grams to come under watchful scrutiny, 
however, but its funding of ACORN (As- 
sociation of Community Organizations 
for Reform Now), the radical non-gov- 
ernmental organization that ceased its ac- 
tivities in 2010 amidst much-publicized 
controversies. 

Critics of ACORN have pointed out the 
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Catholic controversy: Bellarmine Veritas Ministry released a report exposing several USCCB 
(United States Conference of Catholic Bishops) grantees who actively promoted an abortion and 


same-sex marriage “rights” agenda. 


influence of radical Saul Alinksy (often 
called the founder of modern community 
organizing) on the group. ACORN found- 
er Wade Rathke worked with Alinsky, who 
trained activists from the Massachusetts 
chapter of ACORN’s parent organization, 
the National Welfare Rights Organiza- 
tion (NWRO), and other groups before he 
died in 1972. Alinsky is also considered 
to have been an important influence on 
Barack Obama and the inspiration behind 
the then-future president’s decision to be- 
come a community organizer in Chicago. 

Since most people in the pro-life move- 
ment consider Obama to be the most pro- 
abortion president in our nation’s history, it 
seems incongruous that the USCCB would 
fund the group that was so influential in 
launching him on his career in politics. 

Especially considering the widespread 
battle between the Obama administration 
and Catholic institutions over the Obama- 
Care contraceptive mandate, it does not 
seem that an organization such as ACORN 
— which was squarely in Obama’s corner 
during his run for the presidency — would 
merit the time of day, much less funding, 
from any Catholic institution. However, 
that is not the case. 

CCHD’s activities have been so far re- 
moved from the traditional Catholic view 
of “charity” that its most strident indict- 


ments have come from Catholic laymen 
and women. Among these is Judie Brown, 
an active Catholic laywoman who is pres- 
ident and co-founder of American Life 
League, the nation’s largest grassroots 
pro-life educational organization. 

ALL posted a statement on its website 
on February 8, 2010 that delivered a se- 
vere rebuke of the CCHD’s choices in 
making charitable grants: 


Last fall, American Life League 
joined the Reform CCHD Now coali- 
tion after Bellarmine Veritas Ministry 
released a report exposing several 
USCCB grantees who actively pro- 
moted an abortion and same-sex mat- 
riage “rights” agenda. “Why is an or- 
ganization that claims to represent the 
interests of Roman Catholic bishops 
paying dues or lending its name to a 
group whose mission includes advo- 
cating for what the Catholic Church 
calls ‘intrinsic evils’?” asked Michael 
Hichborn, American Life League’s 
lead researcher into the USCCB. 


A follow-up report from ALL noted that 
the pro-life group had joined up in Sep- 
tember 2009 with several other Catholic 
organizations that were “highly concerned 
about the granting practices of the Catho- 
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The best assurance a donor will have that his gift will 
be used according to his principles and values is to 
do his own research. Many resources are available 


online to do this. 


lic Campaign for Human Development 
and its inconsistent statements in defense 
of its grants.” Because of those concerns 
ALL called for “a boycott of CCHD fund- 
ing until each is adequately addressed and 
satisfactorily rectified.” 

A report posted on ALL’s website last No- 
vember 22, “The CCHD, Wendy Davis, and 
Obama,” written by ALL director of out- 
reach Rey Flores, notes the link between the 
CCHD and the notorious pro-abortion Texas 
gubernatorial candidate, Wendy Davis: 


Having been the former director of 
the CCHD in Chicago, I can again as- 
sure you that all is still not right with 
this campaign. Year after year and 
report after report from several reli- 
able sources have not been enough to 
convince the bishops that this annual 
collection no longer serves the noble 
purpose it purports to fulfill. 


Flores explains why he remains skeptical 
of the CCHD: 


How can we believe them when the 
national director of the CCHD is 
none other than Mr. Ralph McCloud, 
a lay Catholic with quite an interest- 
ing connection to Texas gubernatorial 
candidate and pro-abortion filibuster 
favorite Wendy Davis? 


Flores continues: 


In a June 2013 article published on 
the LifeSiteNews website, Ameri- 
can Life League’s Michael Hichborn 
had this to say shortly after Davis’ 
filibuster in the Texas capitol: “The 
real problem here is that McCloud 
had an obligation to know where 
Wendy Davis stood on moral issues 
before he gave her a ringing endorse- 
ment and agreed to be her campaign 
treasurer, but he didn’t even ask.... If 
he is unable to discern where a col- 
league he’s worked with for six years 
stood on abortion, then how on Earth 
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is he going to be able to determine 
which organizations are worthy of 
Catholic funds? It would seem that 
our findings over the past four years 
speak for themselves.” 

I don’t see how much clearer we 
could be. 


A check of the CCHD webpage on the 
USCCB website confirms that Ralph Mc- 
Cloud is still the director of the CCHD. 

The CCHD is not the only religiously 
affiliated organization whose funds help 
finance abortions. In January, Michael 
Schuermann, pastor of Good Shepherd Lu- 
theran Church in Sherman, Illinois, wrote 
several articles for Daring Lutheran about 
how Thrivent Financial (formerly Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans — a faith-based, 
not-for-profit fraternal benefit society) “has 
directly funded Planned Parenthood Fed- 
eration of America, at least three Planned 
Parenthood affiliates throughout the United 
States, and the NARAL Pro-Choice Min- 
nesota Foundation, through the Thrivent 
Financial Gift Multiplier program.” 

Pastor Schuermann makes the follow- 
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ing point: “Many of Thrivent’s Members 
and employees would argue that this ac- 
tion is contrary to the teachings of Christi- 
anity and, therefore, contrary to Thrivent’s 
promise to support ‘the values of faith, 
family, stewardship and service.’ ” 

In researching for this article, we found 
that United Way, Susan G. Komen for the 
Cure, Girl Scouts USA, the CCHD, and 
Thrivent Financial were not unique. On 
April 9, the American Life League posted 
a list of “Charitable Organizations and their 
Positions on the Life Issues” that it had 
compiled. Among the factors ALL consid- 
ered in evaluating the organizations are: 

¢ Fetal tissue, cell or organ use when 
that tissue is acquired from direct abortion 
done at any time during nine months of 
pregnancy; 

¢ Human embryo research and/or ex- 
perimentation 

¢ Human embryonic stem cell research 
and/or experimentation; and 

¢ Human cloning. 

By going to all.org/charities the reader 
can search for ALL’s findings for many 
charitable organizations, based on the 
above-listed criteria. This short list pro- 
vides a few examples of what we found: 

¢ “The American Cancer Society is not 
considered a pro-life organization for sev- 
eral reasons, including: 

1. Support for human embryonic stem- 
cell research 
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Judgment calls: Texas gubernatorial candidate Wendy Davis (shown) is radically pro- 
abortion, yet Ralph McCloud, the national director of the CCHD (Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development) served as her campaign treasurer, calling into question CCHD’s veracity. 
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Lackluster Lutherans? Thrivent Financial, a financial institution for Lutherans, has directly funded Planned Parenthood Federation of America, at 
least three U.S. Planned Parenthood affiliates, and the NARAL Pro-Choice Minnesota Foundation. 


2. Grant funding at facilities known 
prominently for human embryonic stem- 
cell research 

3. Grant funding for morally question- 
able research 

4. Grant funding to Planned Parent- 
hood.” 

¢ “Grants from the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation for the Cure are flowing to 
Planned Parenthood, as the women’s 
health organizations seek to rebuild their 
relationship after the controversy in Feb- 
ruary over the breast cancer charity’s 
unsuccessful attempt to defund Planned 
Parenthood.” 

« YMCA “In addition to renting its 
facilities to and sponsoring seminars 
presented by Planned Parenthood, the 
YMCA is a member of the National Fam- 
ily Sexuality Education Month, a coali- 
tion of organizations that promote family 
communication about sexuality. NFSEM 
is organized and promoted by Planned 
Parenthood. The materials and resources 
for NFSEM in October are provided by 
Planned Parenthood.” 

¢ “UNICEF is, undoubtedly, the most 
well known and, probably, the most pop- 
ular UN agency among Americans. What 
is not well known, however, is UNICEF’s 
evolution from a life affirming, child 
saving, and Nobel Peace Prize-winning 
foundation to a contraceptive-distribut- 
ing, abortion-performing and steriliza- 
tion-providing partner of some of the 
world’s most notorious ‘family planning’ 
organizations.” 

Not surprisingly, UNICEF’s support for 
abortion has caused it to come under fire 
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from pro-lifers. An article posted by Life- 
News.com on December 27, 2013 noted: 


The UN children’s agency (UNICEF) 
called on countries to recognize a 
right of children to confidential sex- 
ual and reproductive health services 
[i.e., abortion] and information. They 
followed the lead of UN “experts” 
that monitor the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. They say chil- 
dren must have confidential access to 
“safe abortion” and the morning after 
pill among other things. 


Life Issues Institute, Inc., a nonprofit pro- 
life organization, has posted a fact sheet 
online headed “UNICEF and abortion” 
that notes the following: 


It can be concluded that UNICEF is 
an opportunistic advocate of abortion 
rights. UNICEF has used the issue 
of HIV/AIDS to promote abortion. 
UNICEF has used the issue of ma- 
ternal mortality to promote abortion. 
UNICEF has used the issue of refugee 
crises to promote abortion. And it now 
appears that UNICEF has accepted the 
most explicitly pro-abortion element 
of the United Nations — the Commit- 
tee on the Convention of the Elimina- 
tion of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW) — as a 
fundamental guide for its own policies 
and programming... 

What should be concluded about 
UNICEF and abortion? On multiple 
occasions, UNICEF has endorsed 


statements calling for the legalization 
of abortion and for an increase in ac- 
cess to abortion. UNICEF employs 
the pro-abortion CEDAW Commit- 
tee as its policy guide. UNICEF has 
funded a number of programs that 
may involve abortion. 


We could offer a book-length disserta- 
tion about the endless number of chari- 
table, nonprofit organizations promoting 
agendas that morally conservative and 
constitutionalist donors would find ob- 
jectionable. At best the examples we have 
provided serve simply to illustrate how 
some of the better-known such nonprofits 
misuse their funds. 

The best assurance a donor will have 
that his gift will be used according to his 
principles and values is to do his own 
research. Many resources are available 
online to do this. In addition to the ALL 
webpage cited above (all.org) 

¢ DiscoverTheNetworks.org (A Guide 
to the Political Left): discoverthenet- 
works.org 

¢ Charity Navigator (rates on account- 
ability, transparency, and efficiency, not 
on ideology): charitynavigator.org 

¢ American Institute of Philanthropy 
Charity Rating Guide (rates mostly on fi- 
nancial accountability): charitywatch.org 

The most important lesson to keep in 
mind is that charitable giving, like spend- 
ing for any other purpose, requires dili- 
gence. (Caveat emptor: “Let the buyer be- 
ware.”) Fortunately, a little online research 
about any charity the donor wants to find 
out about is only a few clicks away. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


YOUNG POLITICAL LOVE 


Millennials — those Americans born since the early 1980s — fell over themselves in their 
frenzy to support Barack Obama. But this member of that group tells why that was folly. 


RATIE 


by Joe Wolverton Il, J.D. 


Let Me Be Clear: Barack Obama’s War 
on Millennials, and One Woman’s Case 
for Hope, by Katie Kieffer, New York: 
Crown Forum (a division of Random 
House), 2014, 352 pages, hardcover. 


ear Barack Obama. With those 
D words, Katie Kieffer begins Let 
Me Be Clear, what can best be 
described as a 352-page “Dear John” let- 
ter where Kieffer breaks up with the presi- 
dent and his policies, policies she believes 
are ruining chances for her age group to 
enjoy the economic prosperity that was 
once available to the generations that 
came before. 
Page after page, the diminutive Kief- 
fer lands one body blow after another to 
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LET ME 
BE CLEAR 


KIEFFER 


the core of Obama’s rhetoric and 
unrepentant usurpation of powers 
never meant to rest in the hands 
of one man. 

Kieffer realizes that there is 
something “winsome” and “char- 
ismatic” about Obama’s message, 
and it’s primarily due to those mag- 
netic qualities, qualities that have 
sucked in so many of the Millen- 
nial generation, that Kieffer takes 


BARACK OBAMA'S such pains to warn her peers of the 

WAR ON MILLENNIALS. empty feeling following these en- 
: ticements will leave them with. 

AND ONE WOMAN'S Perhaps the worst aspect of 

CASE FOR HOPE the president’s ““come-hither call, 


his winsome whistle, his lingual 
lure,” Kieffer explains in Let Me 
Be Clear, is that it is nothing more 
than a way to take advantage of 
the trust others have in him to in- 
crease his own personal and po- 
litical power. 

Page after page, Kieffer meticu- 
lously and mercilessly chronicles 
the deceits and double crosses 
committed by Barack Obama. 

“You shirked responsibility for 
the misery you imposed on my genera- 
tion. Your economic, social and national 
security policies have left both literal and 
metaphorical bloodstains on your hands 
for killing the hopes, careers and dreams 
of 95 million young Americans for your 
own political gain,” Kieffer proclaims. 

She’s not finished and she’s not pulling 
any punches. 

“Your administration’s lies and incom- 
petence anger me on my own behalf and 
on behalf of my friends. You have done 
such extensive damage to my generation 
that I decided to share and expose our 
story,” she adds. 

So often authors, even those opposed to 
the policies, pronouncements, and perfidy 
of the Obama administration, fill the pages 
of their books with accusations, being 
careful not to clearly accuse the president 
of the crimes they hint at. 


Kieffer is not one of those authors — 
thankfully. 

In a very clever manner, Kieffer com- 
pares the foibles of Bill Clinton and John 
F. Kennedy to those of Barack Obama, 
doing so in a way that reveals the depth of 
her disdain for the latter. 

Whereas Clinton and Kennedy were in- 
famous for deceiving their wives and the 
women they cheated with, Kieffer explains, 
Obama has beguiled an entire generation, 
leaving them empty and cast aside, while 
he goes along, unstained by infidelity. 

Readers who pick up Let Me Be Clear 
will be pleased to discover that Kieffer 
doesn’t waste her time with bumper-sticker 
patriotism. This young lady packs her first 
book with the names of the guilty, the crimes 
they’ve committed, and the effect of those 
violations on the victims, many of whom 
are still unaware that they’ve been robbed. 

One of the names that remarkably 
makes it into the pages of Kieffer’s book 
is the recently repatriated Bowe Bergdahl. 

In a very foresightful way, Kieffer 
presages the controversy while adroitly 
avoiding painting Bergdahl in the mono- 
chromatic hues of hero or traitor. Instead, 
Kieffer focuses on the decisions of the 
White House that led to the situation in 
the first place. 

Speaking of a rally where Bergdahl’s 
father spoke, calling on the president to 
negotiate the safe return of his son, Kief- 
fer writes: “No one had the heart to tell 
Bowe’s father that Obama’s top three 
priorities as commander-in-chief were: 
Obama, Barry and Barack, in no particular 
order. As long as young people in uniform 
were saluting him with smiles; as long as 
he could bully the troops into serving as 
his backdrop for campaign speeches; as 
long as he was winning elections — in his 
mind, there was ‘no man left behind.’” 
(Emphasis in original.) 

In several videos posted to YouTube 
featuring interviews with Kieffer, she 
makes it very clear that although she 
supports a strong defense, she opposes 
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Obama’s interventionist foreign policy. 
In Let Me Be Clear, Kieffer specifically 
condemns the White House for the pros- 
ecution of the deadly drone war and for 
several other aspects of the current ad- 
ministration’s active engagement in unde- 
clared, unnecessary, and unconstitutional 
foreign entanglements. 

Let Me Be Clear’s compendium 
of Obama’s abuses of trust cannot be 
praised too highly. Each betrayal is cov- 
ered between the two covers of Kieffer’s 
book, and the height, width, and depth of 
each deceit is masterfully measured and 
exposed. 

Of particular interest to readers of 
THE NEW AMERICAN (a magazine Kief- 
fer quotes several times in her book and 
which, she told this reviewer, she “grew 
up reading”) is the inclusion of the recrim- 
ination of the Obama administration’s as- 
sault on education — Common Core. 

In this chapter, too, Kieffer highlights 
the harm Common Core has done to her 
generation: 


By the time a young person enrolls 
in college, professors expect that they 
know how to write a paper, deliver a 
five-minute presentation and do basic 
math calculations without a tutor. 
You don’t need to be a rocket scien- 
tist to know that if a young person 
does not learn how to read, write, and 
think analytically in high school, they 
will be stunted for perpetuity. Unfor- 
tunately, Obama brought extreme 
government regulation into public 
school classrooms and yanked power 
away from parents, making it harder 
for Millennials to succeed in college 
and beyond. 


Among the fundamental liberties listed by 
Kieffer as casualties of Obama’s megalo- 
maniacal assault on America is the right to 
keep and bear arms. 

Again, in her inimitable way, Kieffer 
unloads on Obama and his drive to disarm 
Americans: 


A great metaphor for Obama is that 
of a tattoo artist. Most tattoo shops 
let you decide what you want on 
your body. If you don’t walk in 
with a sketch of your own, the art- 
ist can supply you with an array of 
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design options. Tattoo artist President 
Obama only offered three permanent 
designs: Potential Criminal, Poten- 
tial Mass Shooter, Potential Schizo- 
phrenic Gunman. 

No one would want these tattoos, 
yet these are the labels Obama used 
to brand our young people. A tattoo 
artist uses ink and needles. Obama 
used lies about guns and unjust gun 
control laws to brand all Americans. 


Continuing with the metaphor, Kieffer la- 
ments, “Young people voted for Obama 
thinking he would protect their right to 
self-defense and the right to hunt. He let 
them down. And now they and their chil- 
dren will live with consequences they did 
not bargain for: labels and branding that 
could haunt them for the rest of their life, 
like a tattoo they never authorized.” 

In an interview with THE NEw AMERI- 
CAN, Kieffer revealed what she believes is 
the biggest threat to the Republic perpe- 
trated by President Obama. “I would defi- 
nitely say it is his aggressive attack on free 
speech,” she answered without hesitation. 


“Of all our natural rights, free speech 
is the most important because we can use 
that right to defend all the other rights,” 
she explains. “I can defend my Second 
Amendment right with my First Amend- 
ment right to free speech.” 

In defense of her position, Kieffer points 
to the Obama administration’s persecution 
of journalists and whistleblowers, particu- 
larly those who dare expose the frighten- 
ing scope of the president’s accumulation 
of power over life and death. 

Kieffer wisely recognizes that the 
Obama IRS’s targeting of conservative 
and Tea Party nonprofit organizations is 
nothing less than an effort to squelch op- 
position voices in direct defiance of the 
protections for such speech provided by 
the First Amendment. 

For anyone anxious to read a book 
that fearlessly lays out the rap sheet on 
President Obama, naming names without 
hesitation and connecting the dots where 
others only paint them, Let Me Be Clear: 
Barack Obama’s War on Millennials, the 
first of what hopefully will be many books 
by Katie Kieffer, is a must-read. 
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Charlie’s Chairs 


For leukemia patient Charlie George, 
walking his two Yorkshire terriers is a vital 
component of his daily routine. Today. 
com explained, “It’s the only exercise the 
former bike rider can do. He loves the 
outdoors, and covering the big, two-block 
loop near his Houston home gives him a 
chance to socialize with neighbors during 
the day while his wife is at work.” 

For Charlie, his daily walk was an op- 
portunity to enjoy the outdoors despite his 
diagnosis. “It energizes me, and it makes 
me more positive,” he said. 

Neighbors, aware of Charlie’s daily 
routine, noticed that he had been having 
a hard time recently. So they took action. 

One neighbor, Shellye Arnold, recalled 
seeing Charlie standing in her yard alone 
one afternoon in April with his cane. Ar- 
nold offered Charlie her help, but he re- 
fused, though he admitted that he was un- 
able to keep walking and was waiting for 
his wife to pick him up. 

“I was thinking, ‘It would be really 
nice if Charlie had a chair. I’m going to 
put one out for him,’” Arnold recalled. 
“Then I thought it would be really nice if 
Charlie had chairs throughout the street, 
and I knew my neighbors would do that 
for him.” 

Arnold knew that she wanted to help 
George maintain something that has be- 
come very important to him. In May, she 
left a chair in her yard for him and attached 
a sign to it that read, “Chairs for Charlie 
... or for others in need of a rest.” It was 
intended to be both a spot for him to rest 
and a bit of encouragement. 

Arnold also e-mailed other neighbors and 
asked them to do something similar. Before 
long, 20 to 30 more chairs of all varieties, 
including Adirondack chairs and folding 
chairs, appeared along the streets surround- 
ing George’s home. Arnold provided the 
neighbors with the necessary signs to post 
on the chairs they were putting out. 

“My neighbors, I guess, noticed I wasn’t 
going the whole way around the block,” 
Charlie George said. “They noticed that I 
struggled.” 

“It really surprised me. It’s just real 
thoughtful that your neighbors would 
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watch over you and want to try to help 
you. It’s touching,” said George. 

Charlie’s wife, Sandra, was also touched 
by their neighbors’ good deed. “[The 
chairs] symbolize the love the neighbors 
have for us,” she said. 

The kind neighbors even added an extra 
chair for Sandra, as well as some water 
bowls for Charlie’s two dogs. 

Charlie said that when he takes a break 
in one of the chairs, the homeowner typi- 
cally comes out for a chat, giving him a 
chance to socialize. 

He says he hopes to sit in every chair, 
but adds, “We don’t have to sit in them to 
get energized. The thought of putting those 
chairs out makes you think about that there 
are other people and they care about you 
and watch out for you and try to help.” 


Second Family 


When Tina White’s 18-year-old son broke 
two vertebrae during a gymnastics routine, 
she was forced to leave her job as a fire 
rescue worker to take care of him. She was 
beside herself with grief and fear of what 
the future held, but her “second family” 
helped her through it. 

The Ledger in Florida reports that White’s 
son David was practicing at a private gym 
in January when he attempted double back- 
flips on a running trampoline. He fell and 
landed on his neck, breaking two vertebrae. 
He became paralyzed and was rushed to the 
hospital in Tampa, Florida. 

One month later, her son was trans- 
ferred to the Shepherd Center in Atlanta, 
where he was to undergo intense physical 
therapy. Meanwhile, Tina had received her 
last paycheck from the Polk County Fire 
Rescue. She was afraid. 

When paramedic Daniel Thomas heard 
that White was out of sick pay, he knew 
the Polk County Fire Rescue community 
mission would want to help. “It’s all about, 
when you join a fire department, you’re 
pretty much joining a second family,” he 
said. “You try to look out for them and 
help them as much as you can.” 

In April, Thomas started planning a fam- 
ily fun event and fundraiser for the White 
family, and enlisted the help of volunteers. 


The event included a car wash, barbe- 
cue, auctions, raffles, a bounce house, and 
an Aeromed helicopter landing. 

Thomas’ goal was to raise at least 
$5,000 to help cover bills and medical ex- 
penses. He has also set up a fundraising 
page for White’s family, which has raised 
nearly $3,000. 

“Thank you to everybody that’s helping 
to come out to do things.... To allow me to 
be able to stay home to take care of David 
to get him well,” Tina White said. 


Swimmer Rescued 


When Martin Vigier and his girlfriend, 
Melissa, were relaxing at the beach on 
South Padre Island in Texas, they never 
imagined they would become heroes. 
Looking out at the water, they saw two 
men drowning and sprang to action. 

“[There were two men and] they just 
drifted further and further away,” he re- 
called. “Two minutes go by, and I don’t 
see the guy moving at all so I automati- 
cally just reacted and jumped into the 
water.” 

Martin reached the first man, but it was 
too late. Still, he swam his body back to 
shore and went back for the other man. “TI 
flipped him over to his back side, I said, 
‘just keep your head up and back paddle 
— kick your feet, kick your feet!’” 

According to ValleyCentral.com, Martin 
was beginning to struggle to stay afloat as 
he was weighed down by the helpless man 
he was rescuing. He said it was the words 
of encouragement he heard from his girl- 
friend on the beach that kept him going. 

“That motivated me a little bit, enough 
to get him closer to a lifeguard who threw 
him a buoy,” recalled Martin. 

Martin saved the man’s life, but in the 
process, he lost his car keys, which hap- 
pened to be in the front pocket of his 
shorts. Without a spare set, he had to have 
his car towed and rekeyed, costing him 
hundred of dollars. 

Still, Martin says he’d do it again in 
a heartbeat. “The only thing I would’ve 
changed is I would’ve given my keys to 
my girlfriend,” Martin said. Ml 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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The Truth — Our Only Weapon Against Lies 


As totalitarian governments around the world have shown, lies beget violence. But 
brave people in those regimes have shown that truth can stop lies, wrongness, and evil. 


by Rt. Rev. James D. Heiser, M.Div., S.T.M. 


hat is the biggest problem in 
the world today? Many answers 
might be offered up to this 


question: war, poverty, immorality, envi- 
ronmental concerns, the erosion of civil 
liberties, secular humanism, the decline 
of “traditional values” — the list which 
could be offered up is almost limitless. 
But regardless of the specific issues, our 
biggest problems are posed by a lack of 
people willing to speak the truth to others, 
including to the “powers that be.” 

Life in our age is often quite perplex- 
ing; citizens are presented with a world in 
which problems are seemingly no longer 
on a human scale. Whether speaking of 
“globalization” or “the environment” or 
any of a dozen similarly nebulous prob- 
lems, the sheer immensity of the problem 
is presented as overwhelming. For many 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


citizens, the scale of the pressing troubles 
of our age is set forth in a way that they 
grasp an “obvious” answer: “Only the 
government can do anything about that.” 
But most of the time, government simply 
finds a way to make such problems even 
worse by depriving citizens of their liber- 
ties, or taxing them to fund a false solu- 
tion, or doing both. The “solution” to such 
problems is to make the state more pow- 
erful. But what if the real solution was to 
speak the truth to the “powers that be’? 
One of the most pressing questions of 
our age is fundamental: “What is the truth 
worth to you?” Of course, many people 
deny the existence of “truth,” favoring the 
“post-modern” relativism that speaks of 
“narratives” instead of “truth,” as if men 
were only telling their version of a story 
rather than saying that which they believe 
to be the truth. It is the age-old problem 
of Pontius Pilate being able to look Christ 


“Power kills; absolute Power kills 
absolutely”: Genocide, totalitarianism, and 
the “Big Lie” are all part of the legacy of the 
20th century. 


Jesus in the eye and ask, “What is truth?” 
Pilate — like many within the modern 
state — could deny the truth while look- 
ing it in the face. 

In his first Epistle to the Church in 
Corinth, St. Paul wrote that love “does not 
rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes 
all things, endures all things.” Love and 
truth are thus joined together so that that 
which rejoices in iniquity is not only false; 
it is unloving — even hateful. 

There were efforts back in 2000 and 
2001 to classify the passing century. Some 
have referred to the 20th century as “The 
American Century”; others have called it 
“The War and Welfare Century.” Perhaps a 
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HISTORY. 


Regardless of the specific issues, our 
biggest problems are posed by a lack of 
people willing to speak the truth to others, 


including to the “powers that be.” 


more enduring description would be “The 
Century of Genocide” or “The Century of 
the Big Lie.” Totalitarian and authoritarian 
governments lied with little fear that they 
would be confronted with the truth. In his 
1997 book, Death by Government, R. J. 
Rummel makes the observation: 


Power kills; absolute Power kills 
absolutely.... The more power a gov- 
ernment has, the more it can act ar- 
bitrarily according to the whims and 
desires of the elite, and the more it 
will make war on others and murder 
its foreign and domestic subjects. 
The more constrained the power of 
governments, the more power is dif- 
fused, checked, and balanced, the 
less it will aggress on others and 
commit democide. 


Rummel’s careful and conservative esti- 
mate of the fatalities amassed in a century 
of slaughter at the hands of government 
is appalling. Rummel begins by assessing 
what he refers to as “this century’s mass 
murderers” — states that committed acts 
of democide that resulted in one million 
or more murders — and he found that 15 
regimes 


have wiped out over 151 million 
people, almost four times the almost 
38,500,000 battle dead from all this 
century’s international and civil wars 
up to 1987. The most absolute Pow- 
ers — namely, communist USSR, 
China, and preceding-Mao guerrillas; 
Khmer Rouge Cambodia, Vietnam, 
and Yugoslavia, and fascist Nazi 
Germany — account for nearly 128 
million of them, or 84 percent. 


Each of these murderous regimes was based 
on lies. They lied about God, for they were 
either militantly atheistic in nature or neo- 
pagan in character. These regimes lied 
about the nature of mankind and either pro- 
mulgated racist propaganda or denied the 
existence of the human soul and ascribed to 
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mankind a purely mechanistic 
existence. They lied about his- 
tory. They lied about econom- 
ics. They lied about other na- 
tions. And they lied about the 
future of mankind with dark 
visions of a “thousand year 
reich” or “the triumph of communism.” 

There were men and women who brave- 
ly proclaimed the truth in the midst of the 
lies. But quite often vastly larger numbers 
of men and women were content to remain 
silent in the presence of the lie. 

Perhaps the most famous statement sum- 
marizing the failure of the common men 
and women of Germany to resist the evil 
of the National Socialists was expressed in 
a poem by Martin Niemdller (1892-1984) 
in the aftermath of the war. NiemGller ap- 
parently varied the wording of the poem on 
various occasions, but the most famous ver- 
sion is that which is quoted by the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum: 


A history of examples: St. Ambrose’s rebuke of Emperor Theodosius | brought about the 


First they came for the Socialists, and 
I did not speak out — Because I was 
not a Socialist. 

Then they came for the Trade 
Unionists, and I did not speak out — 
Because I was not a Trade Unionist. 

Then they came for the Jews, and 
I did not speak out — Because I was 
not a Jew. 

Then they came for me — and 
there was no one left to speak for me. 


The poetic form of Nieméller’s words 
may be more elegant than those words 
that he spoke to the so-called Confess- 
ing Church in Frankfurt in January 1946. 
However, the raw honesty of NiemGller’s 
original words carries the sense of speak- 
ing even more directly to our own day 
because they strike more closely to the 
spirit of compromise with evil that over- 
comes so many men and women in our 
own generation: 


repentance of a ruler, and his submission to a law higher than himself. 
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When Pastor Nieméller was put in 
a concentration camp we wrote the 
year 1937; when the concentration 
camp was opened we wrote the year 
1933, and the people who were put 
in the camps then were Communists. 
Who cared about them? We knew it, 
it was printed in the newspapers. 
Who raised their voice, maybe the 
Confessing Church? We thought: 
“Communists, those opponents of re- 
ligion, those enemies of Christians — 
‘Should I be my brother’s keeper?’” 
Then they got rid of the sick, the 
so-called incurables — I remember a 
conversation I had with a person who 
claimed to be a Christian. He said: 
“Perhaps it’s right, these incurably 
sick people just cost the state money, 
they are just a burden to themselves 
and to others. Isn’t it best for all con- 
cerned if they are taken out of the 
middle [of society]?” — Only then 
did the church as such take note. Then 
we started talking, until our voices 
were again silenced in public. Can 
we say, we aren’t guilty/responsible? 
The persecution of the Jews, the way 
we treated the occupied countries, 
or the things in Greece, in Poland, 
in Czechoslovakia or in Holland, 
that were written in the newspapers 
I believe, we Confessing-Church- 
Christians have every reason to say: 
mea culpa, mea culpa! We can talk 
ourselves out of it with the excuse that 
it would have cost me my head if I had 
spoken out. [Emphasis in original. ] 
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When we have counted those who were 
slain by tyrannical regimes, we have still 
not made an accounting of the tens of mil- 
lions murdered by the abortionists. When 
we have numbered those who were im- 
prisoned in labor camps or the Gulag or 
psychiatric hospitals because they spoke 
a truth that the regime would not tolerate, 
we have still not enumerated those who 
are confronted with “free speech zones” 
or the soft-coercion of political correct- 
ness that ends careers, shatters lives, and 
deprives men of their fortunes. 

Fear of the lie has bred ambivalence to 
the truth. We must regain our confidence 
to speak the truth to defeat the lie. And we 
can learn to confront the lie by looking to 
the heroes of conscience of the past. 

Consider, for example, St. Ambrose of 
Milan (A.D. 340-397), who resisted the 
efforts of the state to seize the property 
of the church and who called on Emperor 
Theodosius I to repent of murder. 

In 385 and 386, influential adherents of 
Arianism pressured Emperor Valentinian 
II to suppress the faith of those who con- 
fessed the Nicene Creed — which includ- 
ed the three basilicas of Milan. Summoned 
before the emperor, Ambrose was inclined 
to give in to the emperor’s demand that he 
surrender one of the basilicas to the Arian 
party, but the laity of Milan prevailed upon 
Ambrose to preserve the church, and he 
refused the emperor’s demand. In 386, 
when the emperor made it a capital crime 
to criticize Arianism, and soon reiterated 
his “request” that Ambrose surrender one 
of the basilicas, Ambrose declared: 


Telling the truth may be deadly: Margrave 
George told Emperor Charles V, “Rather than 
deny my God and suffer the Word of God to be 
taken from me, | will kneel down and have my 
head struck off.” 


If you demand my person, I am 
ready to submit: carry me to prison 
or to death, I will not resist; but I will 
never betray the church of Christ. I 
will not call upon the people to suc- 
cour me; I will die at the foot of the 
altar rather than desert it. The tumult 
of the people I will not encourage: 
but God alone can appease it. 


Ambrose and the faithful refused to aban- 
don the basilica that Valentinian had tar- 
geted as a gift to the Arians; even when 
soldiers surrounded the church, the Chris- 
tians refused to leave, passing their days 
singing hymns. And the emperor and his 
court backed down. 

But this was not the end of Ambrose’s 
confrontations with the imperial office. 
Valentinian’s successor, Theodosius I, was 
an adherent of the Nicene Creed, but that 
did not mean that Ambrose would ignore 
his transgressions any more than he had 
those of Valentinian. In 390, following 
the murder of a high-ranking general by 
a mob in Thessalonica, Theodosius al- 
lowed a retributive slaughter against the 
population of that city that left as many as 
7,000 people dead. Ambrose rebuked the 
emperor and Theodosius publicly repented 
of his sin. At a time that was only a few 
generations removed from venerating the 
emperor as a living god, the significance 
of such a public rebuke — and the em- 
peror’s repentance — was not lost on the 
people. 

The history of the West has been the 
context for numerous contests between 
church and state, with the struggle for free- 
dom of conscience a repeated theme. The 
context of the reformations — Lutheran, 
Reformed, and Catholic — presents issues 
of conscience that continue to be points 
of contention to this day. Some stories of 
conscientious confrontation with the state 
are well known, such as Martin Luther at 
the Diet of Worms or Thomas More before 
the power of Henry VIII. 

Less well known is Margrave George of 
Brandenburg-Ansbach (1484-1543), who 
stood among the Lutherans — a belief he 
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had embraced in the mid-1520s — and 
worked with the state assembly of his re- 
gion to slowly implement reforms. Such 
reforms were conducted according to the 
tules adopted at the imperial Diet of Spey- 
er (1526), where both the imperial repre- 
sentative and the princes concurred to the 
agreement, “Every State shall so live, rule, 
and believe as it may hope and trust to an- 
swer before God and his imperial Majesty.” 
However, at the next Diet of Speyer (1529), 
the imperial representative reneged on that 
agreement, infuriating many of the rulers 
and guaranteeing that the next Diet would 
mean further contention. 

When he travelled to the Diet of Augs- 
burg in 1530, the margrave understood 
(as did all of the reform-minded secular 
representatives) that Emperor Charles V 
would attempt to break the resistance of 
the magistrates who had sided with the 
various Reform movements. But the mar- 
grave steadfastly proclaimed the courage 
of his convictions: 


When the Emperor, after entering 
Augsburg, stubbornly demanded 
that the Lutherans cease preaching, 
Margrave George of Brandenburg fi- 


Fear of the lie has bred ambivalence to the 
truth. We must regain our confidence to 
speak the truth to defeat the lie. And we 
can learn to confront the lie by looking to 
the heroes of conscience of the past. 
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nally declared: “Rather than deny my 
God and suffer the Word of God to be 
taken from me, I will kneel down and 
have my head struck off.” 


Witnessing the courage of the political 
leaders as they remained steadfast in their 
faith, the theologian Johann Brenz (1499- 
1570) wrote: “Our princes are most stead- 
fast in confessing the Gospel, and surely, 
when I consider their great steadfastness, 
there comes over me no small feeling of 
shame because we poor beggars are filled 
with fear of the Imperial Majesty.” 

But such testimony to the convictions 
of conscience is hardly something that is 
reserved for the dim memories of history. 
Consider, again, the conclusion of some 
of the more brutal pages in recent history. 
In the 20th century, the Baltic states of 
Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia endured 
brutality at the hands of both the Nazis 
and the Soviets. The persecution, prison 
camps, deportations, and executions that 
the people suffered at the hand of armies 
of occupation are not a distant memory. 
For example, the Museum of the Occu- 
pations in Tallinn, Estonia, is not only a 
memorial to the past; rather, it is a place 
where students may study the 
records of those savage days 
to learn from them. 

What could such small na- 
tions do to resist the force of 
occupiers who could literally 
bring in an army that would 
be capable of overcoming 
any conceivable armed re- 


sistance? The lessons learned under the 
boots of the Nazis and Soviets was that 
the resistance to the lie need not require 
violence — truth was their only weapon, 
and it was wielded with an indomitable 
spirit by a people seeking to live free from 
tyranny. The expression of that spirit was 
what would be known as the “Singing 
Revolution.” 

The “revolution” began in 1987 with 
the beginning of mass demonstrations that 
soon spread to expressions of Estonian pa- 
triotism during music festivals. Thus, in 
1988, a series of music festivals became 
the places where tens of thousands — and, 
eventually, hundreds of thousands — of Es- 
tonians gathered to sing hymns and patriot- 
ic songs that the Soviet regime had forbid- 
den. In September 1988, 300,000 Estonians 
gathered for the “Son of Estonia” at the 
Song Festival Grounds in Tallinn. Estonian 
dissidents began to openly call for the end 
of Soviet domination of Estonian society, 
and there were simply too many people for 
the Soviet authorities to arrest, and thus the 
tyrants had little choice but to impotently 
watch the country sliding away from their 
control. The risks associated with a crack- 
down were more than the communist re- 
gime was prepared to assume. 

The breaking point came during the 
days of the apparent collapse of com- 
munist power in Russia. Estonians acted 
as human shields to protect critical loca- 
tions — including the television station 
— from occupation by Soviet troops. 
On August 20, 1991, independence was 
declared by the Estonian Supreme So- 
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viet and the Congress of Estonia, and 
while the rest of the nations of the world 
seemingly bided their time waiting to see 
whether or not the “Singing Revolution” 
would be overturned by Soviet tanks, 
one of the smallest nations in the world, 
Iceland, became the first to recognize the 
new government, extending diplomatic 
recognition on August 22, 1991. Russian 
troops were not removed from Estonia 
until 1994, but the people had accom- 
plished the seemingly impossible without 
firing a shot. 

While the communist regime in Esto- 
nia was crumbling, in Russia the patriarch 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, Aleksy 
II, stopped the communist coup that was 
moving against communist Boris Yeltsin 
with the threat that he would excommu- 
nicate any soldier who committed murder 
during the attempted coup. But there was 
undoubtedly more to the dramatic sea- 
change events than met the eye, as later 
evidenced by the fact that the apparent 
demise of communism was not followed 
by either a de-communization program 
(along the lines of the denazification 
program in post-WWII Germany) or tri- 
als of communist thugs who had com- 
mitted horrible crimes against humanity. 
Instead “former” communists became 
“democrats.” 

Aleksy II was an unlikely candidate 
for rebellion against the “old guard”: 
Brought up and educated in Estonia, he 
had served the KGB since 1958. When 
Aleksy Rediger was elected to the patri- 
archate in June 1990, the KGB was un- 
doubtedly pleased to have “their man” in 
such a role — but there was a different 
end in store for him. The KGB and the 
Communist Party had made contingency 
plans to deal with threats to their au- 
thority, as former KGB officer Anatoliy 
Golitsyn documented in his book New 
Lies for Old. 

Boris Yeltsin had been president of 
the Russian Soviet Federated Socialist 
Republic for less than a month when the 
attempted coup was launched on Au- 
gust 19, 1991. The leaders of the coup 
had taken control of the launch codes of 
the Soviet nuclear arsenal. As in Esto- 
nia, a human shield was formed around 
the Russian Parliament, but as John and 
Carol Garrard observe in their book Rus- 
sian Orthodoxy Resurgent: 
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The defenders had ten tanks, whereas 
the party and the KGB commanded 
whole armored divisions. If they at- 
tacked, thousands would die in the 
carnage. Yeltsin fully expected a 
bloodbath and tried to get help.... Sty- 
mied by the West, Yeltsin then took a 
fateful step. 

He appealed to the new patriarch 
of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


Tanks began to approach the Russian 
“White House” shortly after midnight on 
August 21; several men were killed and 
all that seemed to be lacking was an order 
to finish the coup, when the patriarch ad- 
dressed the nation: 


In these circumstances, my duty 
as Patriarch is to warn every body 
for whom the word of the Church 
is dear and carries weight: Every 
person who raises arms against his 
neighbor, against unarmed civil- 
ians, will be taking upon his soul a 
very profound sin which will sepa- 
rate him from the Church and from 
God. It is appropriate to shed more 
tears and say more prayers for such 
people than for their victims. 


The reaction of the coup leaders — and 
their troops in Moscow — has puzzled 
Sovietologists ever since. According to 
the Garrards: 


In hindsight, Aleksy’s address to his 
“Brothers and Sisters” was arguably 
the final nail in the coup’s coffin. 


Soviet defector Anatoliy Golitsyn pro- 
vides a much different (and more realis- 
tic) view of the “August Coup” than that 
of the Garrards. In his book, The Per- 
estroika Deception, Golitsyn entitles the 
final chapter “The Fake ‘August Coup’ 
and Its Calculated Failure.” He subtitles 
it “A deliberately engineered ‘Break with 
the Past.’” The chapter reproduces the se- 
ries of detailed memoranda he provided 
to the CIA explaining that the “coup” 
was a controlled provocation that had 
been planned to fail from the beginning, 
for the purpose of convincing the West 
that Soviet Communism had died. None 
of which is to suggest, of course, that all 
of the demonstrators against the “coup” 
were agents provocateurs; undoubtedly, 
many genuine Russian patriots and fer- 
vent Christians joined the demonstrations 
and heroically put their lives on the line. 


A violent man’s polished legacy: The image of KGB founder Felix Dzerzhinsky was toppled after 
the failed 1991 coup and replaced with a cross. However, the Kremlin strategists and their KGB/ 
FSB minions have been working ever since to rehabilitate his Soviet-era reputation. 
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At the headquarters of the KGB, the 
statue of Felix Dzerzhinsky (founder of 
the Cheka — the predecessor organization 
to the KGB) was torn down and replaced 
with a cross, and an inscription was paint- 
ed on what had been the base of the statue: 
Sim pobedishi — “By this sign, conquer.” 
A communist regime that had endeavored 
to present itself as omnipotent found it 
was necessary to retreat to the shadows: 
It would take decades to prepare the new 
version of the old lie, with the ideology of 
“Eurasianism” taking the place of Marx- 
ism as the state doctrine. 


Speaking Truth to Tyranny 

Near the conclusion of his 1970 Nobel 
Lecture, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, who 
made the world aware of the atrocities of 
the Soviet gulag system, faced the seem- 
ingly insurmountable problem of con- 
fronting the unspeakable evil of Soviet 
Communism while armed with nothing 
more than the truth. The first point that 
he proclaimed in 1970 — and which we 
must remember today — is that those 
who oppose the truth combine violence 
and the lie: 


exist by itself: It is invariably inter- 
twined with the lie. They are linked 
in the most intimate, most organic 
and profound fashion: Violence can- 
not conceal itself behind anything 
except lies, and lies have nothing to 
maintain them save violence. Anyone 
who has once proclaimed violence as 
his method must inexorably choose 
the lie as his principle. 

Violence and the lie are thus inex- 
tricably bound up with one another: 
Speak the truth, and those who are of 
the lie will reply with violence. Thus, 
those who are of the truth understand 
the importance of the distinction be- 
tween just wars and unjust wars. Just 
wars — beginning especially with 
those that are clearly defined as wars 
fought in self-defense — are ethically 
of a fundamentally different category 
from heedless violence. When one 
beholds wars of aggression, those 
who are of the truth must always ask: 
“Why is this war being waged using 
the methods of those who have the 
lie for their principle?” [Emphasis in 
original. ] 


We shall be told: What can literature 
do in the face of a remorseless assault 
of open violence? But let us not for- 
get that violence does not and cannot 


But Solzhenitsyn made a further point: 
The lie need not always resort to violence; 
it merely requires that people consent to 
the lie. “No longer does violence always 


and necessarily lunge straight for your 
throat; more often than not it demands 
of its subjects only that they pledge alle- 
giance to lies, that they participate in false- 
hood,” he said. 

This is the point when men and women 
must determine inflexibly that they will 
refuse the lie and confess the truth: “The 
simple act of the ordinary brave man is not 
to participate in lies, not to support false 
actions! His rule: Let that come into the 
world, let it even reign supreme — only not 
through me.” It was thus that Solzhenitsyn 
found comfort in a Russian proverb: “One 
word of truth shall outweigh the whole 
world.” Solzhenitsyn thus confesses a 
truth which the church also sings in Mar- 
tin Luther’s hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is 
Our God”: “This world’s prince may still 
scowl fierce as he will, he can harm us 
none, he’s judged; the deed is done; one 
little word can fell him.” 

Today, both at home and abroad, the lie 
and violence are found everywhere and, 
as instruments of the evil one, they are the 
tools of the one who is “seeking whom he 
may devour” (1 Peter 5:8). The problems 
that confront us can seem “too big” and 
the evil that we confront can seem “too 
powerful.” But the truth remains the same: 
“One word of truth shall outweigh the 
whole world.” 

To confront the lie with the truth, it is 
necessary that we first know the truth. As 
Jesus declared to the Jews who believed 
Him: “If you abide in My word, you are 
My disciples indeed. And you shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free.” The necessity of truth begins with 
the divine truth that has been revealed; 
being faithful with that which has been 
given to mankind, and then to demon- 
strate integrity with that knowledge that 
men have learned through the faculties 
that have been given to them. Refusing 
the lie begins with each individual refus- 
ing to lie to himself and to others. Then, 
he may confront the lies — both great 
and small — that assault the common- 
weal. In that endeavor, men and women 
with such a commitment to the truth seek 
out others who share that commitment 
and labor together to refute the lie. When 
we are speaking against the lie, the truth 
is our only weapon — and it is the only 
weapon that we need. 


Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn: “One word of truth shall outweigh the whole world.” 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
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Escaped Mental Patient 


The Kokomo Tribune reported on June 4 
about an unusual situation in Indiana. An 
escaped female mental patient dressed in 
a hospital gown allegedly tried to break 
into a house near the mental ward and 
was shot by the homeowner. The police 
in Kokomo reported that officers were 
called to the scene after receiving a re- 
port of a burglary and shooting just north 
of Community Howard Regional Health 
Center. Officers discovered the woman 
injured at the scene and had her taken to 
a nearby medical facility for treatment. 
The woman had recently been placed in 
the mental institution by a court order 
because of behavioral issues she mani- 
fested while serving time at the Howard 
County jail. 


Surprise, Surprise! 

WGNO reported out of New Orleans, 
Louisiana, on May 29 about an attempt- 
ed robbery with a twist. Police reported 
an off-duty Southern University of New 
Orleans (SUNO) police officer shot and 
killed an alleged armed robbery suspect 
around 2 a.m. on May 29 in the Gentilly 
neighborhood of New Orleans. According 
to the report, the officer was changing a 
tire for three women when a car pulled 
up and a gunman got out and demanded 
a woman’s purse. At that point, the officer 
identified himself as a law-enforcement 
officer, drew his firearm, and exchanged 
gunfire with the would-be robber. 

The suspect was taken to the hospital, 
where he later died from several gunshot 
wounds. No one else was injured in the 
shooting. The suspect was identified as a 
17-year-old repeat offender named Jose 
Valerio. 

Orleans Parish District Attorney Leon 
Cannizzaro released a statement blast- 
ing the judicial system for Valerio even 
being on the street in the first place: “The 
real tragedy is that he should have never 
been out on the streets to be shot.... What 
makes this a horrific tragedy is that it 
could have easily been prevented but for 
the systemic failure of one component of 
our criminal justice system. Jose Valerio 
was given a woefully inadequate $50,000 
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bond for two counts of armed robbery. He 
continually violated the conditions of that 
bond by testing positive for narcotics, for 
which there was no consequence. Final- 
ly, he committed a third robbery, but the 
court denied the motion by the District 
Attorney’s office to revoke his bond in 
the armed robbery case.” 

Police are still looking for an accom- 
plice who drove away, but neighbors ex- 
pressed satisfaction at the details of the 
shooting. “The guy under the car fixing 
the car shot the robber? Oh that’s per- 
fect,” says a neighbor named Damon. 
“That changed the whole thing. I don’t 
mean to be mean, but I love when the bad 
guy gets shot.” 


Imprisoned 
Abortionist’s Son Shot 
in Burglary Attempt 


The ABC affiliate out of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, reported on June 4 that a 
man shot during a home burglary in the 
Mantua section of Philadelphia is the son 
of imprisoned abortionist Kermit Gosnell, 
who made national news in 2013 when 
he was convicted of first-degree murder 
for killing three babies outside the womb. 
He is currently serving multiple life sen- 
tences, and the sickening murders caused 
a national uproar and served as a rallying 
cry for pro-life forces. 

The suspect in the home burglary was 
identified as 22-year-old Barron Gosnell 
Alexander. He had recently changed his 
name from Barron Alexander Gosnell, 
apparently to distance himself from his 
father’s infamy. Alexander was shot by 
a resident in the house after breaking in 
through a bathroom window in an attempt 
to steal electronics and cash. Investiga- 
tors say that a college student, a graduate 
student, and a recent college graduate all 
lived in the house. One of the residents ini- 
tially confronted Alexander, and a struggle 
ensued. A second resident grabbed a hand- 
gun and opened fire, striking Alexander, 
who then fled the home. 

Shortly after hearing gunfire, neighbors 
saw Alexander run from the home, but the 
injured suspect stumbled and collapsed in 
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the street. Lieutenant John Walker of the 
Philadelphia Police described what preced- 
ed the shooting to ABC news. The shooter 
“starts yelling to the male, ‘Stop! Stop! 
Stop!,’ he doesn’t stop, he continues strug- 
gling then he fires three shots, striking the 
defendant,” Walker said. Alexander remains 
at the Hospital of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania in critical but stable condition. 


Burglars Pose 


as Police Officers 


WBS-TV out of Atlanta, Georgia, report- 
ed on June | about an incident where a 
woman heard knocking on her apartment 
door shortly after midnight. She immedi- 
ately suspected foul play owing to the fact 
that she lives in a high-crime neighbor- 
hood, so she quickly grabbed her hand- 
gun and went to the door. Police say that 
three people dressed as police were on the 
other side. The renter asked the men to 
identify themselves, and they responded 
that they were with the East Point Police 
Department. The women opened the door 
just a little to look outside, and the three 
disguised criminals then tried to force 
their way inside. The woman, noticing 
that one of the suspects was armed, im- 
mediately opened fire. Neighbor Ramona 
Ferrell described the shooting for WBS- 
TV. “I heard three gunshots.... I knew it 
was gunshots. It was very close,” Fer- 
rell said. Police reported that one of the 
suspects was grazed on the head and the 
backside, and was caught by police while 
trying to flee, but the other two suspects 
got away. 

WBS-TV interviewed neighbors who 
expressed frustration about having to deal 
with such violent crime. One of the neigh- 
bors even mentioned to the news that there 
was a break-in attempt at another apart- 
ment in the same apartment building just 
a few days prior. “I think it’s ridiculous,” 
Ferrell told WBS-TV. “Something should 
be done. There’s a lot going on in this 
apartment complex.... I’m glad she did 
have something.... It’s sad that you have 
to walk around as a female with a gun to 
protect yourself.” 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Federal Food 


Nannyism Bites Back 

ITEM: The Los Angeles Times for May 27 
reported that on that day, First Lady Mi- 
chelle Obama 


publicly took on lawmakers, food 
companies and lunch ladies who say 
the school lunch law she championed 
nearly four years ago is leading kids 
to brown bag it. 

... She criticized lawmakers for play- 
ing “politics with our kids’ health.” 


Trem: Jn an op-ed in the New York Times 
for May 28, Michelle Obama wrote that 
“some members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives are now threatening to roll 
back these new [federal] standards and 
lower the quality of food our kids get in 
school. They want to make it optional, not 
mandatory, for schools to serve fruits and 
vegetables to our kids.” 
ITEM: The editors of the Washington Post 
for May 20 strongly oppose allowing 
changes to the dietary requirements, say- 
ing: “Most of the cited problems are unsur- 
prising, given that the law is just phasing 
in, and none of them is an excuse to slacken 
expectations on this major component of 
American childrens diets.” 
CORRECTION: It’s not just a catch phrase, 
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it’s true: There ain’t no such thing as a 
free lunch. 

The fact that more than 11.6 billion fed- 
eral tax dollars are being spent annually on 
the National School Lunch Program is just 
part of the price tag. There’s also the cost 
of losing one’s freedom to act as an indi- 
vidual or to decide matters on a local level. 

These decrees literally decide which 
colors of vegetables our children may eat 
or determine whether, say, a pretzel will be 
permitted under federal guidelines. Once 
again, we are finding that whoever sup- 
plies the money (after it is taken by the 
tax man in the first place) are the ones who 
write the rules. 

Can you imagine James Madison debat- 
ing over what article in the Constitution 
should cover whether schools nationwide 
must serve 50-percent or 100-percent 
whole-grain products? 

While absurd, that is the level of federal 
overreach these days. 

In point of fact, the proposed Republi- 
can legislative change would merely have 
allowed certain school districts that were 
losing substantial amounts of money over 
a six-month period to get a temporary 
waiver from aspects of the existing law. 

As it is, at the local level, the attempts to 
abide by the federal standards — in order 
to get that “free” money — seemed to have 
filled up more dumpsters than children, in 


She’s aghast: Michelle Obama publicly 
scolded Republicans who want to offer waivers 
to schools to stop following federal dietary 
standards if they are continually losing money. 
Nowhere in the Constitution are words that 
allow either her or the government to dictate 
food choices. 


part because so many of the youngsters 
can’t stomach what is being foisted on them. 
Consider reports such as this one from the 
New York Times in October of 2012: 


Few school districts have been as ex- 
treme in their efforts as Los Angeles, 
which introduced a menu of quinoa 
salads, lentil cutlets, vegetable curry, 
pad Thai and other vegetarian fare last 
fall. When students began rejecting 
the lunches en masse, the district re- 
placed some of the more exotic dishes 
with more child-friendly foods, like 
pizza with whole-wheat crust, low-fat 
cheese and low-sodium sauce. 

But this year, even the whole-wheat 
pizza is gone, replaced by calzones, 
fajitas and other, smaller entrees with 
side dishes of fruits and vegetables. 

Nicole Anthony, the cafeteria 
manager at one Los Angeles school, 
Nimitz Middle School in Huntington 
Park, estimated that out of the 1,800 
students, almost all of whom qualify 
for a free or reduced-price lunch, 
only 1,200, “on a good day,” now eat 
the cafeteria’s offerings. 


Similarly, another account about L.A., 
carried earlier this year in the Los Ange- 
les Times, reported that students in that 
city were throwing out “at least $100,000 
worth of food a day,” and probably much 
more, amounting “to $18 million a year.” 
These areas are assuredly not alone when 
it comes to waste. A study from the General 
Accountability Office (GAO) in January 
2014 said that, during the 2012-13 school 
year, there were 321 local school food au- 
thorities in 42 states that decided to get out 
of the federal school lunch program. 
Twenty-seven states indicated the new 
lunch requirements were a factor in some 
of the authorities opting out of the pro- 
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gram. A GAO report pointed to what the 
feds were requiring: “Lunches offered to 
students must include both fruit and veg- 
etable choices, and students must take at 
least one half cup of fruits or vegetables 
with their lunches.” 

Also: “Over the course of the week, 
schools must offer all vegetable subgroups 
established in the 2010 Dietary Guidelines 
for Americans: dark green, red/orange, 
beans/peas (legumes), starchy, and ‘other’ 
vegetables” as defined in the guidelines. In 
addition, “half of the grain products offered 
in the program must be whole grain-rich.” 

The new federal standards, noted the 
federal audit, prompted some schools 
to stop serving peanut butter-and-jelly 
sandwiches. The imposition also led 
middle-school and high-school students 
to use vending machines or to buy food 
off school grounds. (More regulations on 
what will be allowed in those vending ma- 
chines are already in the pipeline.) There 
are a number of reports that school dis- 
tricts have been pulling money from their 
educational budgets in order to meet the 
federal food requirements. 

In some cases, attempts to meet one 
standard bumped into another. Adminis- 
trators in one area, for instance, told the 
federal auditors that their district found it- 
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self forced to add (presumably unhealthy) 
pudding and potato chips to the school 
menu in order to meet the minimum calo- 
rie requirements set by the government. 
More than half of the districts surveyed 
by the GAO told investigators that the 
students were going hungry because of 
smaller entree portions demanded by the 
new rules from Washington. 

That’s what happens with top-down 
forced feeding. The White House feigns 
that all criticism of its policies is driven 
by right-wing and partisan opposition to 
the president. 

Yet even the left-wing Washington Post 
in late May offered a cross-section of com- 
ments from those dealing regularly with the 
actual ramifications of the edicts, including 
nutrition officials. Some of these school 
administrators, “particularly in rural com- 
munities, have complained about the White 
House seeking to impose costly food stan- 
dards on districts that don’t want them. Sev- 
eral of these critics, speaking with reporters 
this week, complained about cafeteria gar- 
bage cans swelling with fruits, veggies and 
other healthful foods rejected by students.” 
The paper got some specific responses: 


“We can’t force students to eat some- 
thing they don’t want,” said Lyman 
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Destined for dumping: This is a sample of a healthy chicken salad school lunch prepared under 
federal guidelines. Note the preponderance of ingredients kids often won’t eat, such as raw green 
peppers and whole tomatoes, as well as the heavy reliance on carbohydrates and simple sugar. 


Graham, food service director for con- 
solidated schools near Roswell, N.M. 
“Many families in the Southwest will 
not accept whole-grain tortillas.” 

“Schools can’t change cultural 
preferences,” Graham added. “And 
with sky-high produce costs, we 
simply cannot afford to feed our 
trash cans.” 

Jonathan Dickl, school nutrition 
director in Knox County, Tenn., de- 
scribed anger over the demise of tra- 
ditional biscuits, a food he called a 
“mainstay” in the South. 


Columnist Mary Katharine Ham points 
out that the White House and Mrs. Obama 
can’t stand the idea that one of the First 
Lady’s “policy achievements” might be 
weakened. Yet, writes Ham, 


Did the First Lady envision fewer 
students on the school lunch she 
wanted retooled to micromanage 
their health? Surely not. Did she want 
large numbers of students boycotting 
school lunch? Although it’s a decent 
lesson in activism, that probably 
wasn’t the goal. 

Did she want districts taking money 
from teaching budgets to pay higher 
prices for lunches that were being 
thrown away? I’m guessing no. Are 
bland, carb-filled substitutes for fatty 
offerings making anyone healthier? 

But admitting that tweaks in the 
program could allow districts more 
flexibility and possibly more success 
... would mean a minor political con- 
cession to Republicans. 

Better to pretend your “policy 
achievement” is going swimmingly 
and attack anyone who might want to 
change anything about the program 
the GAO found “challenging” and in 
need of “clarification.” 


Meanwhile, here’s some food for thought: 
Why are the proper roles of mothers and 
fathers and schools and local districts being 
ignored in this food fight among federales? 
That is what is truly unacceptable. Hl 

— WILLIAM P. HoAR 
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lraq's Agony Based on Gross Deception 


raq now appears to be 
I vulnerable to takeover 

by hardline Sunni war- 
riors calling their movement 
the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS). They have al- 
ready seized control of a large 
portion of the country and are 
enforcing strict Islamic law 
on several northern cities. 
But Iraq’s agony, much of it 
brought on by U.S. diploma- 
cy, actually began many years 
earlier. 

In mid-1990, when Iraq was 
still considered a U.S. ally, and 
was even the recipient of U.S. 
military aid and Export-Import 
Bank funding, U.S. Ambassa- 
dor to Iraq April Glaspie met privately with Saddam Hussein. She 
pointedly asked why he was massing 30,000 troops on the Iraq- 
Kuwait border. The Iraqi dictator informed her that he considered 
Kuwait to be part of his country as it had been prior to 1918, and it 
was his plan to undo the separation. Concerned not only about the 
border with Kuwait, he also had designs on control of the strategic 
waterway known as the Shatt al Arab. He then asked Glaspie for 
the U.S. position on these matters. 

Having consulted with Washington beforehand, Glaspie 
promptly assured Hussein that the United States had “no opinion” 
on those matters, even stating that she had been directed by Sec- 
retary of State James Baker to emphasize that stand. In Washing- 
ton, State Department spokesperson Margaret Tutweiler promptly 
backed up what Glaspie had said and Assistant Secretary of State 
John Kelly did likewise, in testimony before a congressional panel. 
Therefore, before the week was over, Saddam took action based on 
what he perceived to be a “carry out your plan” green light from 
Washington. Iraqi forces marched into their neighboring country 
and seized control. President George H.W. Bush went ballistic and 
tushed to obtain authorization from the UN to reverse Saddam’s 
action via a military coalition he would assemble and lead. He 
emphasized repeatedly that the forthcoming coalition and attack 
on Iraq would usher in the “new world order.” 

One month later, State Department superiors recalled Glaspie 
to Washington, where she was given a gag order and told to re- 
main out of sight. Several months later, however, she appeared 
before a Senate panel where, no longer constrained, she claimed 
she had been made the victim of “deliberate deception on a mas- 
sive scale.” Soon afterward, Glaspie was shipped off to South 
Africa and posted to a minor assignment. She retired in 2002. 

The next deception featured President Bush’s 1991 Desert 
Storm invasion of Iraq. It lasted a mere few weeks as several 
hundred thousand U.S. troops and numerous allies humiliated 
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the Iraqi forces and drove 
them out of Kuwait. Bush 
continued referring to the ac- 
tion as the ushering in of the 
“new world order” that would 
“reinvigorate the United Na- 
tions.” In other words, there 
were motives for that engage- 
ment far beyond anything re- 
lated to Kuwait or Iraq. Top 
Bush advisors Dick Cheney, 
Donald Rumsfeld, and Paul 
Wolfowitz then pushed for 
another quick invasion of Iraq, 
but were forced to leave their 
posts when Bill Clinton won 
the 1992 election. 

Skip ahead to the immedi- 
ate aftermath of September 
11, 2001 for more deception. The second President Bush insist- 
ed that he desired to target Iraq because of Saddam’s complicity 
in the 9/11 attack, Saddam’s supposed possession of weapons of 
mass destruction (WMDs), and Iraq’s reported ties to al-Qaeda. 
But, after searching throughout Iraq for seven years, UN weap- 
ons Inspector Scott Ritter reported that he and his team had 
found no WMDs. Similarly, no one had uncovered evidence 
linking Saddam’s government to al-Qaeda or to the 9/11 attack. 
Nevertheless, Secretary of State Colin Powell delivered the ad- 
ministration’s preposterous claims about WMDs in a nationwide 
televised address. The United States, of course, proceeded with 
the invasion and America’s casualties over the next seven years 
totaled more than 4,400 dead, over 30,000 wounded, and be- 
tween $1-2 billion poured into the effort. The number of Iraqi 
casualties — military and civilian — was enormously greater. 
Later, an Iraqi defector known as “Curveball” confessed in Eng- 
land that it was he who had supplied all the phony “evidence” 
about WMDs. He stated unequivocally that the second war 
against Iraq, launched in 2003, was based on “lies.” 

Now, ISIS forces (armed with U.S.-supplied weapons) have al- 
ready captured much of northern Iraq, and are moving southward 
in what is clearly a struggle between the minority Sunnis and the 
ruling Shiites led by the U.S.-backed Iranian puppet Nouri al-Ma- 
liki. We can only wonder what new deceptions will be employed 
in the days, weeks, and years ahead by the Obama administration. 
On June 13, President Obama pledged that no troops would be 
ordered into the region, but within hours had ordered hundreds 
of Army, Marine, and Special Forces troops into Iraq. And he has 
not ruled out other forms of involvement by the United States, in- 
cluding a possible alliance with Iran’s terror regime. Meanwhile, 
many Americans increasingly want our country to stay out of the 
fracas and let the Iraqis solve their own problems. At least that 
way, there won’t be any more lies. 
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Sick and Sicker 

Where will ObamaCare lead America? Logan Darrow Clements shows what 
happens when “the government becomes your doctor,’ using licensed news 
footage from Canadian TV and interviews with doctors, patients, journalists, 
and a health minister, as well as the producer’s own Canadian relatives. (2010, 


cased DVD, 50min, 1/$15.95; 5-9/$14.95ea; 10-24/$13.95ea; 25+/$12.95ea) 
DVDSAS 


The New World of ObamaCare — Reprint 


Do you know what the passage of ObamaCare means for you and your fam- 
ily? Much more than health insurance is involved. This reprint consists of 
articles from the May 10 and August 16, 2010 issues of THe NEw AMERICAN. The 
reprint also includes an organizational chart of the new healthcare system. 
(2010, 24pp, 1-24/$1.00ea; 25-99/$0.85ea; 100-499/$0.75ea; 500-999/$0.65ea; 
1,000+/$0.50ea) RPO810 


ObamaCare 101 

Find out what’s really in the new law and what you can expect long term. (2010, 
23min, sleeved DVD, 1/$1.00; 11-20/$0.90ea; 21-49/$0.80ea; 50-99/$0.75ea; 100- 
999/$0.70ea; 1000+/$0.64ea) DVD0101 

(2010, 24min, Audio CD, 1/$1.00; 11-20/$0.90ea; 21-49/$0.80ea; 50-99/$0.75ea; 
100-999/$0.70ea; 1000+/$0.64ea) CD0161 


Nullification “rrcetirn 
Loaded with primary sources, Thomas Woods’ Nullification should become an ae 
action manual for committed activists on the issue of federal healthcare man- a 

dates and a host of other issues. (2010, 309pp, hb, $24.95) BKN ObamaCare SlimJim 

. (1/$0.28; 100/$0.25ea; 500/$0.20ea) General — SJSOG 
Healthcare Solutions — Pamphlet 


This gatefold pamphlet provides solutions for how to stop ObamaCare and A Physicians Solution to Healthcare (DVD) 

how to allow the free market to solve the problems of access, quality, and Neither of the country’s main political parties has a plan to 
cost of healthcare. A great introduction on what concerned Americans can dramatically lower healthcare costs and extend medical services 
do to fix healthcare constitutionally. Buy in bulk for price breaks for your to all of the needy — Dr. Alieta Eck has such a plan. Sleeved DVD 
outreach efforts. (2011, gatefold pamphlet, 1-99/$0.20ea; 100-499/$0.18ea; 500- (2010, 7min, 1/$1.00; 11-20/$0.90ea; 21-49/$0.80ea; 50-99/$0.75ea; 
999/$0.15ea; 1,000+/$0.13ea) PHS 100-999/$0.70ea; 1,000+/$0.64ea) DVDPSH 


QUANTITY PRICE TOTAL PRICE hop x a. 
Sho : JBS.org Mail completed form to: 


ShopJBS * P.O. BOX 8040 
Order Online: www.ShopJBS.org ee eee 


Credit-card orders call toll-free now! 1 -800-342-6491 aati 
Name 
Address 


WIRESIDENTS ADD ~—- SHIPPING/HANDLING i 
SUBTOTAL 5% SALES TAX (SEE CHART BELOW) TOTAL City —_____ Slate 


For shipments outside the U.S., please call for rates. CJ Check QOIVISA Q) Discover 
Order Subtotal | Standard Shipping | Rush Shipping () Money Order ©) MasterCard UO) American Express An ean Bes 


Four Digit V-Code 


$0-10.99 $4.95 $9.95 
$11.00-19.99 $7.75 $12.75 Standard: 4-14 Make checks payable to: ShopdBS 
$20.00-49.99 $9.95 $14.95 business days. 
$50.00-99.99 $13.75 $18.75 Rush: 3-7 business # Exp. Date 
$100.00-149.99 $15.95 $20.95 days, no P.O. Boxes, 


$150.00+ call call HI/AK add $10.00 : 
Signature 


MANAGEMENT 


— \ 
7 
va 
\ \ 


CONSULTANTS AND ADMINISTRATORS 


Specializing in Tax Deductions for Dental Practices * Post Office Box 7007 * Porter Ranch, CA 91327 


